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“What is now known as The Buxton Family Association of America began with a family picnic at the 
home of Mary Buxton Parks (now Church) at Douglas, Massachusetts, in 1903. Those present were 
all descendants of Otis Buxton, son of Capt. James Buxton, a soldier of the American Revolution and 
a direct descendant of Anthony Buxton, a pioneer from England to America in 1637. This family 
picnic was so thoroughly enjoyed, that before we parted, another picnic plan was already under way for 
the following year. In 1904, the picnic was held at the Douglas Camp Ground with 30 attending. We 
expect to continue these gatherings as long as the name of Buxton continues.”

RAH! RAH! RAH! BUXTON! BUXTON! BUXTON!

This year the Buxton Family Association of America is celebrating its 111th Reunion, a gathering of 
ancestors of Anthony Buxton, proud of their heritage and interested in honoring the name of Buxton. We 
invite all Buxtons to gather at Goss Park, Wilton, New Hampshire—a new location at a beautiful spot 
offering fun activities for all, in addition to a picnic-type lunch and the usual but abbreviated business 
meeting. In recent years the Association has held its Annual Reunion in Slatersville, Glendale, Harmony, 
North Smithfield (Rhode Island); Danvers, Falmouth, Harvard, Newburyport, Salem, Southbridge 
(Massachusetts); and Deering, Jaffrey, Keene (New Hampshire). 
 This newsletter goes out to more than 20 states, arriving in the homes of approximately 100 Buxtons. 
Some of you, just like me, recall those fun-filled Reunion Days when we gathered, renewed friendships and 
shared and explored our Buxton heritage. Won’t you come and join us again this year? Our crowd is a bit 
smaller but remains vibrant and dedicated to keeping this Buxton tradition alive and well.
 The original mission of the BuxTon Family associaTion was for Buxtons to gather and enjoy a day 
together with families and friends while keeping our heritage of Anthony Buxton alive. In 1961 at an 
annual meeting held in Slatersville, Rhode Island, the Association created the Buxton Family Scholarship 
Fund which a few years later was renamed the mary BuxTon church scholarship Fund (MBCSF). 
Today it is important for us to keep the BFA alive not only for this original purpose but also to assure 
that the BFA can continue to provide scholarships to deserving Buxtons far into the future. 
 Just to update you on this program: in 1979 the first award of $100.00 was presented. Since that 
time, approximately $65,000 has been awarded to about 120 students. The officers would appreciate 
your participation and your gift, large or small, to the BFA or to the MBCSF assuring that the 
Association and this most worthwhile mission will continue for years to come. ❦

 I hope to see you in Wilton.
 
      Joyce Buxton Blythe, President

BuxTon moTTo:  Do It WIth thy MIght!

Edited & Produced by Robert B. Stephenson



L A S T  Y E A R ’ S  G AT H E R I N G
The 110th Buxton Family Association annual reunion was held at the American Legion Post 11 in Jaffrey, 
NH. Wendy Mayhew came aboard as Vice President. Welcome Wendy! She and her husband and three 
children live in Wilton, NH. She is the daughter of Leon and Sally Buxton Jones. Those at the Executive 
Board meeting in February felt that a reunion location with more “child fun things to do” would attract 
more families. With this in mind, Goss Park in Wilton (Wendy’s home town) was chosen for this year’s 
reunion. So please come on August 6th and keep up the tradition of gathering with Buxtons to renew 
friendships, to speak of family matters and to enjoy a day in Wilton. ❦

M O R E  O N  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  R E U N I O N
goss Park in Wilton, New Hampshire, is the site of this year’s reunion. Here’s some history: “In 1949, 
several residents gathered to form the first Wilton-Lyndeborough Youth Center (WLYC) committee. 
They simply wanted to provide healthy, supervised activities for the community’s youths during the 
summer. In the mid 1950s Jennie M. Goss contributed 14 acres of land to the WLYC for ‘community 
recreation use.’ The first plans for Goss Park were developed in 1956 and two years later, construction 
began on the swimming pond. Goss Park opened in 1959.”

TODAY: Our facilities have grown to include: a pavilion, snack bar, basketball court, tennis court, 
playground, and a baseball/soccer field. Our waterfront offers swimming lanes, diving boards, and 
docks for jumping and diving, Our snack bar offers beverages, nutritious foods and cold treats. Our 
water is tested by the State and our staff throughout the summer. Join The Fun aT Goss park! ❦

Some of those who attended in Jaffrey. At rear, L to R: Barbara Buxton Boisse, Avis Child, Jack Child, Hannah Mayhew, Susan & 
William Buxton, Joyce Buxton Blythe. In front L to R: Wendy Mayhew, Sally Jones, Rob Stephenson, Donna Buxton Munroe.



G O S S  PA R K  •  W I LT O N ,  N E W  H A M P S H I R E

goss Park

475 Forest Road
(Route 31)

Wilton, NH 03086

www.gosspark.org

parkmanager@gosspark.org

603-654-5600

Saturday Hours
10 am - 5 pm

The Pavilion and the Tennis Court.

The Swimming Pond.

The location of Goss Park.

The Playground, Tables and Grill.



O T H E R  N E A R B Y  AT T R A C T I O N S
If you’re coming to the reunion in Wilton you might enjoy visiting…

• Frye’s Measure MIll, Colonial & Shaker Boxmakers since 1858. 12 Frye Mill Road, Wilton. Less 
than 2 miles from Goss Park. Open Saturday 10-5. Free admission. See www.fryesmeasuremill.com

Now an historic landmark recently listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Frye’s Measure 
Mill has been water powered since the 1850s. Some of the Mill’s first products—including round and 
oval pantry boxes, measures, and piggins—are still being produced on much of the original water 
powered machinery. Examples of Frye’s oldest woodenware can be found in museums throughout the 
country.
 Many years ago, at the request of the Canterbury, New Hampshire Shakers, shaker box reproductions 
were added to our collection. Because of the same dedication to excellence in quality and craftsmanship 
today, as in the past, Frye boxes remain sought after by collectors across the country.
 Striving for the “urge for perfection,” Frye’s Measure Mill follows documented Shaker traditions 
as outlined by historians Edward and Faith Andrews to painstakingly create Shaker boxes with native 
maple, hand bent around wooden shaping molds, and fastened with copper tacks.

• local sItes & scenes. This corner of New Hampshire is dotted with attractive towns and villages 
many little changed from a century ago. Spend an hour or so after the Reunion doing a driving tour. 
There’s Lyndeborough, just up Forest Road from Goss Park. A little further north is Greenfield with 
its old Meetinghouse. You can find an even more ornate one in Francestown which has many fine old 
houses along its main street. Wilton Center is a lovely old village off of Rt. 101. Visit Temple which 
is south of Route 101. It’s a quiet village with a general store, a pleasant common in the center and 
an historic inn. If you go there, take the back road from Route 101 through West Wilton, a tiny but 
attractive settlement. Wilton itself is worth a visit: one of its great attractions is the Wilton Theatre—first-
run movies in the Town Hall! It has a quite a grand library, too. To the north is New Boston, another 
pleasant place. Drive through nearby Mont Vernon and perhaps have a look at Amherst with its many 
stately old houses. You could put all these together to come up with a very nice circular tour. ❦



M A R Y  B U X T O N  C H U R C H  E D U C A T I O N A L  F U N D
The mary BuxTon church educaTional Fund had its beginning in the early 1960s. The first scholarship was 
granted in 1979. At the August 2015 meeting it was decided, by vote, that disbursements from the Fund should 
include the interest earned and a portion of the gains in order to award scholarships of a reasonable amount.
 Our 2015 scholarship recipients came from across the country, hailing from California (2), Connecticut (2), 
Georgia and Massachushetts. They are studying at both the undergraduate and graduate level. Each received 
$1,000. They are: 
 • Samuel S. Child, studying Business at the University of New England
 • Robert Buxton Munroe, studying Finance at Georgetown University
 • Dorothy Grace O’Brien, studying Environmental Studies at the College of St Benedict    
 • Ian Matthew O’Brien, studying Political Science at Loyola Marymount University
 • Jennifer Kathryn Rollinson, studying Audiology at Gallaudet University, and…
 • Marcina M. Thacker, studying Mass Communication at Georgia College & State University.
 The Fund total now exceeds $190,000. Won’t you help to keep this wonderful program growing by making 
a donation? For further information, contact the Chairperson: Donna Buxton Munroe, 24 Pond View Road, 
Bolton, CT 06043. E-mail: donna.munroe@att.net ❦ 

T H E  B U X T O N 
C E M E T E R Y

in an e-mail to our President, Steve 
Higgins, our Cemetery Chair, reported on 
the Buxton Cemetery in North Smithfield, 
Rhode Island: “Mary Jane and I visited the 
cemetery on Thursday. I’m not sure who is 
tending it, but it really looks good. It is well 
mowed and the brush inside the cemetery 
near the road has been cleared. Flags are on 
the veterans’ graves and some graves in the 
southern end that were previously overgrown 
are now mowed. The only thing I want to do 
is remove some small saplings inside the rear 
wall of the cemetery.”  ❦

For those who find themselves in Rhode Island and 
would like to visit the cemetery, you can find it on the 
southwest side of Rt 146A (Quaker Highway) 600 feet 
northwest of Buxton Street.

Y O U R  C U R R E N T  O F F I C E R S
Joyce Buxton Blythe, President
426 Hedgehog Mountain Road
Deering, NH 03244-6311

Wendy Mayhew, Vice President
91 Brown Road
Wilton, NH 03086-5718

John Child, Treasurer
P. O. Box 721
North Eastham, MA 02651

Avis Buxton Child, Secretary 
(See listing above)
Summer address: 24 Point Lane, Pascoag, 

 

Donna Buxton Munroe, Scholarship Chair
24 Pond View Road
Bolton, CT 06043-7557

Steve Higgins, Cemetery Chair
19 Lisa Ann Circle
Greenville, RI 02828-1822



S O M E  B U X T O N  O D D S  &  E N D S

as we all know one can spend an hour or so Googling various words and subjects and come up with lots 
of often surprising results. Let’s try ‘Buxton.’ Here are a few of the 21,800,000 hits:

the toP three: A software company in Fort Worth, Texas (www.buxtonco.com); the leather 
goods company in Springfield, Massachusetts, established in 1898 (www.buxton.co); and Buxton, 
Maine (www.buxton.me.us). 

And some selected ones further down the list:
• Buxton School in Williamstown, Massachusetts (www.buxtonschool.org) • Bill Buxton blog, 
Principal Researcher Microsoft Research (www.billbuxton.com) • A band called Buxton (www.
facebook.com/buxtonband) also (www.allmusic.com/artist/buxton-mn0001905301) • Buxton, North 
Dakota “named ‘Buxton,’ for T. J. Buxton, a wealthy Minneapolis businessman” (http://buxtonnd.
com) • Buxton, Iowa—a town that’s no more. It lasted 1895-1927 (www.blackpast.org/aah/buxton-
iowa-1895-1927) also (www.blackiowa.org/exhibits/past-exhibits/no-roads-lead-to-buxton) • Buxton, 
North Carolina, off Cape Hatteras, home to America’s tallest brick lighthouse (www.outerbanks.com/
buxton.html)• Buxton Hall BBQ “All-wood, Whole Hog Barbecue” in Ashville, North Carolina (www.
buxtonhall.com) • Buxton Blog “the online outlet of motor racing journalist & broadcaster, Will 
Buxton” (https://twitter.com/thebuxtonblog?lang=en) • Baseball player Byron Buxton. See his stats at 
http://m.mlb.com/player/621439/byron-buxton • Buxton Inn, Granville, Ohio “Granville, Ohio was 
settled by sturdy New Englanders from Granville, Massachusetts and Granby, Connecticut” (http://
buxtoninn.com) • Can’t sleep? Consult Orfeu M. Buxton at Harvard Medical School (https://sleep.
med.harvard.edu/people/faculty/237/Orfeu+M+Buxton+PhD) • Need a dorm room? Buxton Hall at 
Oregon State University (http://uhds.oregonstate.edu/housing/halls/buxton-hall) • Come train with 
the best! Randolph, New Jersey (http://buxtonatc.com) • How about a beer? Check out Buxton 
Brewery (www.instagram.com/buxtonbrewery/?hl=en) • Or a tank of oil? (www.buxtonoil.com) • Or 
some historical art? (www.buxtonart.com) • Or a gallon of paint? (www.benjaminmoore.com/en-us/
paint-color/buxtonblue) • Or some new cabinet doors for the kitchen? (www.thomasvillecabinetry.com/
Style117/Buxton.aspx) • “In 1906 William Buxton and his wife donated Buxton Park to Indianola, 
Iowa.” (www.indianolaiowa.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/Buxton-Park-14) • There’s an even bigger 
park in North Carolina—Buxton Woods (www.nccoastalreserve.net/web/crp/buxton-woods) • 
Sarah Buxton is a member of the Vermont General Assembly (http://legislature.vermont.gov/people/
single/2016/15772)  • And there’s another Sarah Buxton, this one in Hollywood! She was discovered 
in a supermarket at age 15 (www.imdb.com/name/nm0125533) ❦

The mosT interesting Buxton connection for me is the spa city of Buxton in 
Derbyshire, south of Manchester in England. There’s probably no connection 
between this Buxton and those of us descended from Anthony Buxton who 
came to Salem from Wookey in Somerset, but who knows. It’s nonethess an 
excellent place to stop in if you find yourself traveling through England. It 
has about 22,000 inhabitants and is the highest market town in England and 
has what has been said to be the oldest hotel in the land (Old Hall Hotel)—
Mary Queen of Scots stayed—actually was incarcerated—there and so did I 
a few years ago. Among other things Buxton is famous throughout the UK 
for its mineral water, sold just about everywhere. (Or you can take your jug 
and fill it for free at St Ann’s Well in the center of town. See right.) Buxton is 



also known for its music and theatrical festivals. It’s also 
the home of a campus of the University of Derby housed 
in the mammoth circular former stables of the Duke of 
Devonshire. ❦

perhaps the best known Buxton is sIr thoMas FoWell 
Buxton (1786-1845), the British anti-slavery campaigner. 
He was leader of the abolition movcment in the House 
of Commons. He was also the founding chairman of the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(RSPCA). He was made a Baron in 1840 and is famous 
for saying. “With Ordinary talent and extraordinary 
perseverance, all things are attainable.”
 A ‘Blue Plaque’ was placed on Buxton’s house at 91 Brick Lane, Spitalfields, in 2007; an image of him 
appears on the British £5 note; and in the north choir aisle in Westminster Abbey there is a marble statue 
of Buxton. The inscription reads: 

“To the memory of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, Bart., born April 1. 1786, died February 19.1845. Endued with 
a vigorous and capacious mind, of dauntless courage and untiring energy, he was early led by the love of God to 
devote his powers to the good of Man. In Parliament he laboured for the improvement of prison discipline, for 
the amendment of the criminal code, for the suppression of suttees in India, 
for the liberation of the Hottentots in southern Africa, and above all, for the 
emancipation of eight hundred thousand slaves in the British Dominions. In 
this last righteous enterprize, after ten years of arduous conflict, a final victory 
was given to him and his co-adjutors, “By the good hand of our God” on 
the memorable 1st of August 1834. The energies of his mind were afterwards 
concentrated on a great attempt to extinguish the slave trade in Africa, by the 
substitution of agriculture and commerce, and by the civilizing influence of 
the Gospel. Exhausted in mind and body, ‘He fell asleep’ reposing in faith 
on his Redeemer, in the 59th year of his age. This monument is erected by 
his friends and fellow labourers at home and abroad; assisted by the grateful 
contributions of many thousands of the African race.” ❦

The Old Hall Hotel in Buxton. Thought to be England’s oldest hotel.

Left: The marble statue of Buxton in Westminster Abbey. Center: Portrait of Buxton. Right: ‘Blue Plaque’ on his house in London.



Buxton Family Association
c/o Joyce Buxton Blythe
426 Hedgehog Mountain Road
Deering, NH 03244-6311
_______________________

RetuRn SeRvice RequeSted

TO:

111th Annual Buxton Family Association Reunion
Saturday, August 6, 2016, 10:30 am onward.

Association meeting at 11 am. Light lunch beginning at Noon (sandwiches, 
hamburgers, potato salad, chips, desserts, et al). Stay as long as you like up to 5 pm.

Goss Park, 475 Forest Road (Rt. 31), Wilton, NH.

❏  I/we plan to attend. Number of adults & children 12 or older at $15: _______ Children under 12 (free):______

❏ I/we would like to made a donation to the mary BuxTon church educaTional Fund  $__________

❏ I/we would like to made a tax-deductible donation to the BuxTon Family associaTion General Fund  $__________

❏ I/we enclose a check made out to the “Buxton Family Association” for a total of:  $__________

❏ I am/we are not able to make it this year but keep me/us on the mailing list.                

  
               Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

            Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________

        Telephone: _________________________            E-mail address:  ______________________________

 

Goss Park is at 475 Forest Road
in Wilton, NH.

➔  Please complete this form and return it to Joyce Buxton Blythe, 426 Hedgehog Mountain Road, Deering, NH  
 03244 no later than July 29th. If you miss this date, not to worry! Call Joyce at (603) 464-2770.


