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“What is now known as The Buxton Family Association of America began with a family picnic at the 
home of Mary Buxton Parks (now Church) at Douglas, Massachusetts, in 1903. Those present were 
all descendants of Otis Buxton, son of Capt. James Buxton, a soldier of the American Revolution and 
a direct descendant of Anthony Buxton, a pioneer from England to America in 1637. This family 
picnic was so thoroughly enjoyed, that before we parted, another picnic plan was already under way for 
the following year. In 1904, the picnic was held at the Douglas Camp Ground with 30 attending. We 
expect to continue these gatherings as long as the name of Buxton continues.”

RAH! RAH! RAH! BUXTON! BUXTON! BUXTON!

This year the Buxton Family Association of America is celebrating its 112th reunion, a gathering of descendants 
of Anthony Buxton, proud of their heritage and interested in honoring the name Buxton. We invite all Buxtons to 
gather in Middletown Springs, Vermont, at Buttonwood Grove on August 5, 2017.
 Sally Buxton Jones has generously offered to host our reunion at her family farm. Please see her interesting 
message in this newsletter. Thank you, Sally!
 This newsletter goes out to more than 20 states, arriving in the homes of approximately 100 Buxtons. In the 
past, our annual reunion has been in Slatersville, Glendale, Harmony, North Smithfield (Rhode Island); Danvers, 
Falmouth, Harvard, Newburyport, Salem, Southbridge (Massachusetts); and Deering, Jaffrey, Keene and Wilton 
(New Hampshire).
 The original mission of the Buxton Family Association was for Buxtons to gather and enjoy a day together 
with families and friends while keeping our heritage of Anthony Buxton alive. In 1961 at an annual reunion held 
in Slatersville, Rhode Island, the Association created the Buxton Family Scholarship Fund which years later was 
renamed the Mary Buxton Church Scholarship Fund (MBCSF). Today it is important for us to keep the BFA alive 
not only for the original purpose but also to assure that the BFA can continue to provide scholarships to deserving 
Buxtons far into the future. Since 1979 approximately $71,000 has been awarded to over 125 students.
 We are searching for people to join the Executive Board as many of the same people have held positions 
multiple times and are looking for a break. If you or anyone you know could help with the Executive Board, please 
contact me at your earliest convenience. Every year we elect a member for each of the board positions and would 
really appreciate your help. We even did our Executive Board meeting in February by e-mail this year. It really does 
not take much time just dedication and interest in the Buxton Family Association.
 Thank you to all our current Executive Board members for their help this year. It really does take a team 
effort. Thank you to Robert Stephenson for doing this amazing newsletter again. Thank you to Steve Higgins 
for his attention to the Buxton Cemetery in Rhode Island and thank you to Donna Monroe and the scholarship 
committee for all their dedication and help with the scholarships.
 
 I hope to see you in Middletown Springs, Vermont this year.

 
      Joyce Buxton Blythe, President

BuxTon moTTo:  Do It WIth thy MIght!

Edited & Produced by Robert B. Stephenson



L A S T  Y E A R ’ S  G AT H E R I N G
highlighTs of The Day as observed by one long-time attendee: On this rather rainy Saturday morning, 
which turned into a beautiful sunny day, Buxtons from Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut and 
Florida began to arrive for the 111th Buxton Family Reunion. There were 21 adults and six children in 
attendance, including some of the following: Alice Preece and Barbara Boisse, two former presidents of the 
Association, three members from Florida, five folks from Orwell, Vermont, all members of Richard and 
Thelma Buxton family. Mallory Buxton McDonnell Esquelle, her husband Owen and toddler son from 
Brookline, Vermont, arrived later in the afternoon. An interesting fact—Mallory was a MBCSF Recipient 
in 2006. With her family’s arrival, four generations of Richard and Thelma’s family were in attendance: 
her grandparents, Richard and Thelma, her mother, Kim McDonnell, and Mallory and her son. Can’t 
remember this happening very often.
 There was great fun seeing the younger attendees enjoying the tennis courts, the water area and the 
grounds of Goss Park.
 The Business Meeting: There wasn’t a great deal of business to be conducted. This left the greater 
portion of the day available for “reunioning,” informal mingling, meeting and greeting, sharing stories, 
asking questions and getting answers on our Buxton Genealogy. All the while, we were enjoying a delicious 
lunch in the outdoor picnic area—the food having been  provided by our Vice President,  Wendy Mayhew. 
This portion of the day’s activity began with usual  reports of the chairmen (Secretary, Treasurer, Scholarship 
Chair, Nominating Chair and concluding with The Roll Call of Families). The scholarship program was 
the main issue of discussion under New Business. It was voted to accept the Scholarship Committee’s 
recommendation to reward the three qualified applicants with $1,000 scholarships. After some discussion, 

Some of those who gathered in Wilton, NH. Front Row: Norm Preece, Wendy Mayhew, Hannah Mayhew, Thelma Buxton, Dick Buxton, 
Barbara Boisse. Back Row: Alice Buxton Preece, Donna Buxton Munroe, Steve Buxton, Kim McDonnell, Richard Buxton, Barbara 
Buxton, Deborah Buxton, Rob Stephenson, Theresa Maze, Jack Child,  Avis Child, Steve Mayhew, Joyce Buxton Blythe, Sally Jones. 



M O R E  O N  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  R E U N I O N

The locaTion is Buttonwood Grove at 571 West Street (Route 140), Middletown Springs, Vermont 
05757. Our hostess is Sally Jones (802) 235-2174 (no e-mail). Middletown Springs is approximately 15 
miles southwest of Rutland, on Route 140 West.
 A little history about Buttonwood Grove: In 1923 Henry Buxton bought the 700+ acre farm and 
started his successful dairy cattle farm raising award winning registered Holstein cattle. Years later the farm 
land was sold off, but Sally, Henry’s daughter, has remained on a portion of the farm. In the early years 
Buttonwood was just a farm machinery grave yard. After Henry and Winona had passed on, Sally and 
husband Leon (Gil) Jones eyed the prime piece for a perfect picnic spot—a mini park.
 In 1998 development started with clearing the land and buildings went up with a kitchen, bathroom, 
electricity and running water. This all lies beside the Poultney River; a perfect spot for the family reunion 
on August 5th.
 There will be a program at the Middletown Springs Museum starting at 3 p.m. We have a very special 
guest, rachelle chase, an author from Ottumwa, Iowa. She has written about Buxton, Iowa. Her research 
led her to Middletown and a call to Sally Buxton Jones. On a lovely visit she was told about our August 
Buxton reunion and told she was welcome. To our surprise, Rachelle said “Yes” and said she would love 
to come to Vermont. The museum is being set up for Rachelle to speak and it will be open to the public. 
Light refreshments will be served by the Historical Society. The Vermont Buxtons are excited about this 
special program and meeting Rachelle.

noTe:  Remember our reunion site is in the woods with many trees. All tree roots will be sprayed red so no 
one will trip or fall over them. If you have an extra lawn chair, please bring it, also some bug spray (although 
a natural product has been applied to combat ticks and mosquitoes). Sally will have signs out indicating the 
reunion spot.

 If it rains we will meet only at the Middletown Springs Museum, North Street, in the center of town. 
Check the Society’s website at http://www.middletownspringshistoricalsociety.org/index.html

the membership once again voted to increase this amount by $100 to a total $1,100. It was explained that 
doing so will offset any income tax that the recipients may incur. (It would be very costly for the MBCSF  to 
cover the fund’s tax assessment. Historically the Buxton Family Association has wanted to select recipients 
who are descendants of Anthony Buxton. Such a policy causes donations to the scholarship fund not tax 
deductible.)
 The day closed by all joining in with the familiar RAH! RAH! BUXTON! cheer and reciting the words 
of our family song, “goD Be wiTh you Til we meeT again.”
 As I said farewell to another Buxton Family Reunion—The 111th—I couldn’t help but have fond 
memories of such past occasions. I stopped to give a big ‘thank you’ to all those Buxtons that have gone 
before us and those today who have given so much in keeping the Buxton Family Association alive.
 May we all continue to support the BuxTon family associaTion.

DO IT WITH THY MIGHT

RAH!  RAH!  RAH!  BUXTON!  BUXTON!  BUXTON!

            —Avis Buxton Child



M A R Y  B U X T O N  C H U R C H  E D U C A T I O N A L  F U N D
The mary BuxTon church eDucaTional funD (mBcef) had its beginning in the early 1960s. The first scholarship 
was granted in 1979. The program continues to support the ancestors of Anthony Buxton (1601–1684) as Buxton 
descendants find their places in society through higher education. 
 I thought a little history about how our scholarship recipients benefited from their scholarship might be 
interesting. So I wrote to the twelve applicants who received scholarships between 2010 and 2012. Mackenzie 
Bartlett was kind enough to share her wonderful story:

Mackenzie Bartlett made the most of two scholarship awards from the Buxton Family Association. Mackenzie 
applied in 2006 for support in earning her bachelors degree in Molecular Biology from Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania. After completing her bachelors degree, Mackenzie went on to medical school at the University of 
Massachusetts. She again sought scholarship support for her md by applying in 2012. Mackenzie is now finishing 
her second year of a three-year residency in Pediatrics and she’ll be a board certified Pediatrician one year from 
now!  

 We had another interesting group of applicants in 2016 to whom the Association awarded $1,000 scholarships. 
They are:
 • Jared Gansert of Rhode Island – Roger Williams University, Marketing;
 • John Greeley of Massachusetts – Northeastern University, Bioinformatics;
 • Samantha Nielsen of San Antonio, Texas – Galen College of Nursing, Nursing.
 It will be fun to follow up with them and other awardees in the years ahead to see what they are doing and 
how the Mary Buxton Church Scholarship program helped them achieve their goals. 
 Please be part of the program and donate to ensure we are able to continue this 38-year tradition. 
 The Fund total now exceeds $190,000. Won’t you help to keep this wonderful program growing by making 
a donation? For further information, contact the Chairperson: Donna Buxton Munroe, 24 Pond View Road, 
Bolton, CT 06043. E-mail: donna.munroe@att.net ❦ 

THE BUXTON CEMETERY
This family cemetery is located on the southwest 
side of Rt 146A in North Smithfield, Rhode 
Island. There are quite a few Buxtons resting 
here, the best known of them probably being 
Capt. James Buxton (1745-1817), a soldier of 
the Revolution. He served at Valley Forge and 
Saratoga and for his heroism was deeded 300 
acres by the Continental Congress. His house 
(pictured to the left) still stands on what is now 
Buxton Street a few hundred feet from his final 
resting place. Cemetery Chair Steve Higgins 
keeps an eye on things and reports that “the 
lawn is mowed and everything looks good.” ❦

Y O U R  C U R R E N T  O F F I C E R S
Joyce Buxton Blythe, President
426 Hedgehog Mountain Road
Deering, NH 03244-6311

Wendy Mayhew, Vice President
91 Brown Road
Wilton, NH 03086-5718

John Child, Treasurer
P. O. Box 721
North Eastham, MA 02651

Avis Buxton Child, Secretary 
(See listing above)
Summer address: 24 Point Lane, Pascoag, 

 

Donna Buxton Munroe, Scholarship Chair
24 Pond View Road
Bolton, CT 06043-7557

Steve Higgins, Cemetery Chair
19 Lisa Ann Circle
Greenville, RI 02828-1822



V E R M O N T

ButtonWooD 
grove

571 West Street 
(Route 140)

Middletown Springs, 
Vermont 05757 

Sally Jones 

(802) 235-2174

Beside the Poultney River in Buttonwood Grove.



If you’re coming to the reunion in Middletown Springs, you might enjoy visiting…

L O N D O N D E R R Y,  V E R M O N T
VermonT being our destination for this year’s reunion, it might be interesting for us to consider 
JonaThan BuxTon (1772-1875) of the Smithfield line of Buxtons going back to Anthony, The Pioneer 
(Anthony > Joseph > Samuel > Benjamin > Captain James > Jonathan). 
 In November 1798, when he was twenty-six years old, this Jonathan Buxton left Smithfield, R. I. 
and set out for Vermont with his wife (Salome Esten) and two first born children, Nathan and Benjamin, 
the first being two and one-half years of age and the latter a little more than a year old. It was not such a 
journey as can now be taken with ease and comfort even within the brief hours of a winter’s day. His was a 
journey of seven days, in a northern winter, through a sparsely settled country, over roads often rough and 
at times almost impassable. The conveyance was an ox sled of olden days and a saddle horse. Upon the sled 
were drawn the meager household goods. Nathan, and at times his father rode upon it while by their side, 
riding the horse, her seat the pillion of older times was the wife and mother, bearing in her arms her infant 
son, Benjamin. Upon reaching their journey’s end in December they made their home in a cabin. Jonathan 
began at once to redeem the land and soon they had a comfortable home. They lived there about nine years 
and then with the two youngest children returned to Smithfield. He lived to be 102 years old and his wife 
to be one hundred and one. As man and wife this couple lived together seventy-eight years. At Smithfield, 
he was laid away in a grave which he himself had dug, bricked up and drawn the stones for the covering. 
(This appears in a Buxton booklet dated 1954.) ❦

 • In the center of South Londonderry, on Mill Street (Route 100) next to the West River, stands 
BuxTon Park, a small landscaped park that occupies an 1806 mill site. Why it was named Buxton is unknown 
though it must have some association with Jonathan or a descendant. ❦

 • The Vermont Historical Society in Barre has in its collections the Civil War diary of maJor charles 
BuxTon of the 11th Vermont Volunteers. You can read it at http://vermonthistory.org/research/research-
resources-online/civil-war-transcriptions/charles-buxton-diary. He was born in Londonderry on March 1, 
1834, married Sophia Willard Frost and had two children who both died as infants. Charles died during 
the Third Battle of Winchester (Virginia) on September 
19, 1864. He is buried in the Immanuel Cemetery in 
Bellows Falls, Vermont. (His connection to Bellows 
Falls is unclear.) Was Charles descended from Jonathan 
Buxton? Indeed he was. His father was naThan, the first 
son of Jonathan and Salome. He was born in Smithfield 
on March 12, 1796, and died on January 28, 1891. He 
was two years old when his family made the winter move 
to Londonderry. When he was about 18 years old, Nathan 
moved to Westmoreland, N.H., and worked in a tannery 
there for five years. He married Elizabeth Griswold and 
sometime after he moved back to Londonderry with his 
family. Their house still stands in Londonderry. Of their 
seven children, three died in the Civil War: horace, 
alBerT and charles. Albert, a sibling, is buried in the 
Glebe View Cemetery (the only Buxton to be found 
there) and Daniel and Horace are buried in the Rest 
Haven Cemetery, both in Londonderry. Father Nathan 
and numerous other Buxtons are also to be found at 
Rest Haven. ❦ Major Charles Buxton who died at the Third Battle of  Winchester.



• You’ll find a Buxton in the Vermont 
state legislature! This is what the 
official state website has to say about 
her (pictured to the right): Sarah E. 
Buxton, a Democrat of Tunbridge, was 
born and raised in Orwell, Vermont. 
She attended Fair Haven Union 
High School (1996), the University of 
Vermont (2000), and Vermont Law 
School (2010). After graduating from 
UVM, she worked in Governor Dean’s 
executive office for several years before 
joining the senior staff of his presidential 
campaign. Since 2004, Sarah has worked 
at the Children’s Defense Fund in 
Washington, DC, managed a successful 
congressional campaign in Ohio, and 
worked as a staff assistant to Rep. Marcy 
Kaptur. She returned to Vermont in 
2007 to attend Vermont Law School, 
and graduated cum laude and as 
president of her class in 2010. Sarah is a 
member of the Justice for Children Task 
Force, Building a Local Economy, Inc. 
(B.A.L.E.), and the Tunbridge Church. 
She works for Building Bright Futures 
and represents the towns of Royalton 
and Tunbridge, located in Windsor 
and Orange Counties respectively. ❦ 

Major 
Charles 
Buxton’s 
grave in 
Immanuel 
Cemetery, 
Bellows Falls, 
Vermont.

Nathan Buxton’s grave in Rest Haven 
Cemetery,  Londonderry,  Vermont.  Three 
of his children died in the Civil War: Horace, 
Albert and Charles.

Albert Buxton, who also died 
in the Civil War is buried in 

the Glebe View Cemetery in 
Londonderry.



Buxton Family Association
c/o Joyce Buxton Blythe
426 Hedgehog Mountain Road
Deering, NH 03244-6311
_______________________

RetuRn SeRvice RequeSted

TO:

112th Annual Buxton Family Association Reunion
Saturday, August 5, 2017, 10 am onward for meet & greet.

Association meeting at 11 am. Potluck lunch beginning at Noon (bring something 
to share; contact Sally Buxton Jones to coordinate). Stay as long as you like.

571 West Street, Middletown Springs, Vermont. Sally Jones (802) 235-2174.

❏  I/we plan to attend. Number of adults & children 12 or older at $15: _______ Children under 12 (free):______

❏ I/we would like to made a donation to the mary BuxTon church eDucaTional funD  $__________

❏ I/we would like to made a tax-deductible donation to the BuxTon family associaTion general funD  $__________

❏ I/we enclose a check made out to the “Buxton Family Association” for a total of:  $__________

❏ I am/we are not able to make it this year but keep me/us on the mailing list.                

  
               Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

            Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________

        Telephone: _________________________            E-mail address:  ______________________________

 

Buttonwood Grove, Middletown 
Springs, Vermont

➔  Please complete this form and return it to Joyce Buxton Blythe, 426 Hedgehog Mountain Road, Deering, NH  
 03244 no later than July 29th. If you miss this date, not to worry! Call Joyce at (603) 464-2770.

FIRST CLASS


