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“A hearse was 
not used by the 

town till 1802. 
Hearse-house 

built, 1804.”
–Cutter’s History



Hearses come into the possession of the
Historical Society at Town Meeting, 1966.



The 1868 Wheeled Hearse, presently in storage in Squantum.



The 1868 Wheeled 
Hearse, presently in 

storage in Squantum.



The Sleigh 
Hearse, 

presently 
in the 

Village 
Cemetery 

Hearse 
House.



The Hearse House at Village Cemetery.



What is thought to be the first Hearse House, 1860s.



What is thought to be the first Hearse House, 1860s.



The second Hearse House, now in downtown Jaffrey. 1894.



The second Hearse House, now in downtown Jaffrey. July 1886.



The second Hearse House, now in downtown Jaffrey. 1880s.



The former 
Hearse House 
from the Old 

Burying 
Ground, now 
located off of 
Nutting Road 

near North 
Street. The 

doorway was 
originally 

wider.



Interior of the former Hearse House from the Old Burying 
Ground, now located off of Nutting Road near North Street. 



The site of the second Hearse House today. The stone footings 
can be plainly seen. The stone wall was added later.



The Hearse House in Greenville, NH.



The Proposal



BUILDING PROGRAM

Replica of the former Old Burying Ground Hearse House.

• Location: south of the cemetery wall; west of the gate.
• 21’ long x 17’ wide x 16’ tall. 357 square feet.
• Traditional post & beam construction.
• Pine sheathing and pine flooring.
• Set on piers on leveled site with crushed stone.
• Wood shingle roof.
• Wood clapboards, painted white.
• No plumbing, no electricity, no heating.
• Single double wood door on east gable end, painted white.
• Single 9/6 true divided light window in each gable end.



• Three 9/6 true divided light windows along north facade for 
viewing hearses.
• Possibly two 9/6 true divided light windows along west facade 
for viewing hearses. 
• Sign over door reading “Hearse House”.
• Ownership: The Jaffrey Historical Society will own and maintain 
the building. The Land under will continue to be owned by the 
Town.
• Use: The Hearse House will be open at the same regular 
times as The Little Red Schoolhouse—Summer weekends, 2 to 
4. It will also be open for events and by arrangement. Panels 
describing the hearses and their history will be affixed to the 
inner sides of the two doors, readable when the doors are 
open. Visitors will be able to walk in between the hearses.



PROJECT MOTIVATION

The Jaffrey Historical Society–as a steward of town’s heritage–is 
embarking on this undertaking...

• To preserve and protect two historic hearses in its possession.
• To interpret and employ the hearses as a way to teach history and 
encourage an interest in Jaffrey heritage.
• To make these Jaffrey artifacts accessible to the citizens, school 
children and the public at large.
• To present an opportunity for a community project that has a 
clear focus, is worthwhile, can stimulate excitement and is 
achievable.
• To enhance the character of the setting and strengthen the 
relationships between its buildings.



The proposed site is to the left of the flag pole.



Proposed site showing corner points for the new Hearse House. 
These have since been moved 15 feet to the west.



Proposed site showing corner points for the new Hearse House. 
These have since been moved 15 feet to the west.



Site plan showing original Hearse House location (B) and 
proposed location (A) of new Hearse House. The orange 

rectangle shows the revised location,



Plans and elevations of the proposed Hearse House showing 
placement of the two hearses.



Framing.
West

elevation.
Jenkins

Woodwrights
Francestown



Framing.
East

elevation.
Jenkins

Woodwrights
Francestown



Framing.
South

elevation.
Jenkins

Woodwrights
Francestown



Framing.
North

elevation.
Jenkins

Woodwrights
Francestown



Isometric.
Jenkins

Woodwrights
Francestown



Relative footprints of the Little Red Schoolhouse, Monadnock 4, 
Village Cemetery Hearse House and the former and proposed 

Old Burying Ground Hearse House.

Little Red Schoolhouse Monadnock 4 Fire Station

Village Cemetery
Hearse House

Former & Proposed
Hearse House

17’

21’



The Little Red Schoolhouse: 24x20 feet; 480sf.



Monadnock 4: 34x20 feet; 680sf



Village Cemetery Hearse House: 30x12 feet; 360sf



Old Burying Ground Hearse House: 21x17 feet; 357sf



A student team from the Conval-Conant Archictecture and 
Engineering class. The Hearse House is this year’s project.



The students are being trained in CAD—Computer Aided Design.



The barn in Greenfield, NH, built by the Conant-Conval Building 
Trades class for the Greenfield Historical Society.



Letter from Larry  
Pimental, Principal of 

Conant, expressing 
interest in the project as 

something the Building 
Trades program might 

undertake.





What about the view?



1960s



1970s



1970s



October 1997



September 2005



July 4, 2011



March 20, 2012



September 19, 2013



January 23, 2015



January 23, 2015



Panorama along Blackberry Lane with Meetinghouse on the left, 
Little Red Schoolhouse, and the Horsesheds on the right.



View of Little Red Schoolhouse and proposed site looking west.



Panoramic video of the Common.



The on-site 
Charrette 

held on 
August 23, 

2015.





Site plan showing original Hearse House location (B) and 
proposed location (A) of new Hearse House. The orange 

rectangle shows the revised location,



Looking west from outside the Old Burying Ground showing
the tubular mockup, now 15’ further west.



Looking southwest from inside the Old Burying Ground showing 
the tubular mockup and the entrance gate.



Panorama from inside the Old Burying Ground with the 
Meetinghouse on the left. The tubular mockup of the proposed 

Hearse House can be seen to the right of the flagpole.



Looking west showing 
the tubular mockup 

and the entrance gate 
to the Old Burying 

Ground.



The Officers & Directors of the Historical Society inspect and 
discuss the options for locating the Hearse House. 

September 10, 2015.



The woods along Blackberry Lane looking south. Little Red 
Schoolhouse in the left background.



View of Little Red Schoolhouse looking north.



Announcing the 
special meeting of 
the Historical 
Society 
membership to  
discuss and 
confirm the vote of 
the Officers & 
Directors. Held at 
the Civic Center, 
October 8, 2015.



At that meeting, after discussion, the members 
of the Society present, approved the 
resolution put forward 
“that the members of the Jaffrey Historical 
Society support the decision made by the 
Officers & Directors of the Society on 
September 10, 2015, namely that the location 
designated by the tube framing mockup 
adjacent to the Old Burying Ground wall be 
approved as the location of the proposed 
Hearse House.” 



WHAT’S NEXT?

• Seek project approval from the Jaffrey Historic District Commission at a 
hearing on January 7, 2016.
• Seek approval of the Board of Adjustment regarding setbacks, if needed.
• Seek Town Meeting approval of an agreement between the Society and the  
Town of Jaffrey for use of public land (March 12, 2016)
• Obtain any necessary permits from the Town.
• Acceptance by the Advisory Board of the Building Trades Program of this 
as a project for Fall 2016 or later.
• Enter into any necessary contracts and agreements (timber framer, 
project advisor).
• Seek donations of money and material. The students’ labor is free.
• Commence and oversee construction during the Fall of 2016 or in 2017. 
• Celebrate an opening in the Spring or Fall of 2017.




