
720 West Swanzey Road 

Collections: Books, papers, photographs, newspaper clippings and Town Reports, bibles, quilts, fire-
fighting apparatus, signs, and more. Holdings are cataloged, indexed, cross-referenced and conserved.
 The Swanzey Historical Museum was founded by loyal admirers of Swanzey in 1987 as a community 
resource for preserving and celebrating the uniqueness of our town. Just as humans need memory to 
navigate the day, communities need “memory” to understand where we have been. The mission of the 
Historical Museum is to collect and preserve the artifacts of culture and nature of Swanzey, that we may 
discover our place in the continuum of history.
 While American popular culture often is skewed toward teenage values, every adult eventually feels 
the tug of history. Why does my old farmhouse have a three-seat privy on the north wall? Who built 
the corn crib at the fence line? Why are so many of my immediate neighbors Polish-American (Italian-
American, Franco-American, etc)? Where can I donate the old family bible we found during renovations? 
Who would accept great-grandmother’s quilt from the 1880s, now that we can’t keep it? The Historical 
Museum is indispensable to all who recognize that cultural amnesia is barren soil for creating civil society.
 The Museum’s work is performed entirely by volunteers. The operating budget is funded by annual 
memberships, fees, and fundraising. Bring your family and visiting friends, questions and donations of 
Swanzey items to the Museum. You will be met with a warm welcome.
 Started by a gift to the Town of Swanzey in 1984 from Charlie Hanrahan the Swanzey Historical 
Museum opened to the public in 1987.
 The Museum collects books, papers, photographs, newspaper clippings and Town Reports, as 
well as bibles, quilts, fire-fighting apparatus, signs, and more.  Its holdings are cataloged, indexed, 
cross-referenced and conserved.  If visitors are looking to conduct research regarding many aspects of 
Swanzey’s history, the Museum should be a first stop.

Swanzey Historical Museum, 1987

West Swanzey



Main Street

The WesT sWanzey Covered Bridge (also known as the Thompson Bridge) is a historic wooden covered 
bridge carrying Main Street over the Ashuelot River in West Swanzey, New Hampshire. Built in 1832, it 
is one of New Hampshire's few surviving 19th-century covered bridges. Unlike most of those, it is prom-
inently located in the village, providing access from the village center to New Hampshire Route 10. The 
bridge was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980.
 The West Swanzey Covered Bridge is located just west of the village center of West Swanzey, carrying 
Main Street over the Ashuelot River in a roughly east–west orientation. It is one of two bridges in the 
village; the other is a modern one about 0.25 miles (0.40 km) downriver. It is a two-span Town lattice 
truss structure, 136’10” long, with spans measuring 64’0” and 63’6”, and rests on a stone central pier 
and abutments. It is covered by a shallow-pitch metal gabled roof, which extends beyond the trusses to 
shelter sidewalks on both sides. Only one of the sidewalks now survives, although evidence of the separate 
walkway portals survives. The main vehicle portals have segmented-arch tops, which are echoed in the 
pedestrian portals.
 The bridge was built in 1832 by Zadoc Taft for the town at a cost of $523.27. In 1973 the bridge 
was posted for a six-ton limit, requiring school buses to empty before they could cross the bridge. It was 
closed to all traffic in 1990, and underwent a major reconstruction in 1993.

Location: East of N.H. Route 10 on Main Street over the Ashuelot River in West Swanzey. The bridge 
connects two built-up areas of the town.
Style of Bridge: town lattice truss
Year of Construction: 1832
Original Cost: $523.27
Structural Characteristics: The bridge is 136’10” long with clear spans of 64’0” and 63’6”. It has an 
overall width of 25’6” with a roadway width of 16’7” and a maximum vertical clearance of 11’11”. There 
is a sidewalk on the south side of the bridge. The bridge was posted for six tons until the fall of 1990 at 
which time it was closed to all traffic.
World Guide Number: 29-03-04
New Hampshire Number: 5

West Swanzey or Denman Thompson Bridge, 1832



Whitcomb Hall, 1916

17 Main Street

WhiTComB hall was built in 1916 and underwent a historic rehabilitation in 2020. The Hall offers two 
different areas, the 1st floor holds 75 people for smaller gathering and the 2nd floor holds 115 people for 
larger gatherings. The second floor has a beautiful stage and balcony that overlook the room. The Hall 
offers a kitchen with a ten-burner stove/oven, tables and chairs and is ADA compliant.
 The building opened in 1916 after local mill owner George E. Whitcomb challenged residents to raise 
the initial $1,500 for the project, an amount he later matched multiple times.



Stratton Free Library, 1885

9 Main Street.

george William sTraTTon was born in West Swanzey in 1830. At the age of seven, he was playing the clarinet well 
enough to play the popular melodies of the day—well enough so that his father formed a little family band. They 
were very successful and continued playing for three years.
 In Stratton’s teens, he moved to Boston and studied music, along with other popular subjects. He learned to 
play the violin and other string instruments. He composed operettas, gave music lessons and wrote and published 
music books.
 He wanted to travel and spend time in Europe, but knew that to live there for any time, he would need a 
steady income. In 1866, he moved to Boston and established himself in the general musical merchandise trade, 
as a wholesale house. His business flourished and continued to be successful even when he ran the business from 
Europe.
 In 1885, he established a Free Public Library & Art Gallery in his native village of West Swanzey at a cost of a 
little over $10,000. The building was designed by Stratton from studies made by him of Italian architecture. The 
reason he gave for wanting to build a library was to make information available to young boys, which he didn’t 
have growing up.
 The library is 45 feet long, 25 five feet wide, with an arched ceiling 22 feet high, and has four large windows to 
give perfect light for art. Two pillars of the portico are of highly polished, red granite made in Aberdeen, Scotland, 
especially for the building. The foundation is made of large pieces of squared marble. It is made almost entirely of 
brick, stone and iron. The walls are made of brick 18 inches thick.
 At one end of the large room is a niche with a bust of Stratton made by the distinguished American artist, 
Franklin Simmons, in Rome.
 The library was stocked with 2,400 books of every conceivable subject, and pictures taken by Stratton on his 
world travels. There were more than 200 pieces of music, which could be given out for two weeks each time, the 
same as all the books. According to a Boston paper, this was unheard of at the time.
 Imagine Stratton coming back to visit the library today. The first thing he would notice, as he was walking to 
the front door, is that the building has not changed in 132 years and is still used for the same purpose for which 
it was built. He might not even notice there is an addition tucked discreetly in back so as not to detract from the 
original architecture.
 The moment he opened the front door, his eyes would pop open. From the number of books to the computers, 
the materials inside would be quite different than what it housed in the 1800s.
 There is an arched doorway leading from the original building to the addition and another room with more 
books, bright lights and a table. The addition and renovation was completed in 2002; it is 19 feet wide and 37 feet, 
8 inches long and has a full cellar.
  —Keene Sentinel November 13, 2017



Swanzey Center

Swanzey Center. Sites of historical interest:
 1. Swanzey Town Hall
 2. Mt. Caesar Library
 3. First Congregational Church
 4. Wilcox School
 5. Golden Rod Grange
 6. Mt. Caesar Cemetery

7. Potash Bowl
8. Carpenter Homestead, 1808/1930
9. First Meetinghouse site
Refer to https://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelop-
ment/environment/units/program-management/docu-
ments/SwanzeyCenter_Booklet_FINAL_20210611.pdf



620 Old Homestead Highway 

The sWanzey ToWn hall, erected in 1914 on the site of the 1796 meeting house after it burned, was the 
first of several new public buildings that transformed the town center in the early 1900s. It has Colonial 
Revival hipped-roof form and style details including arched window caps and a pedimented entry porch 
on classical columns. Inside, the meeting hall has now been divided into offices. The Swanzey Center Fire 
Department on the lower level is one of three fire stations in town.
 Pictureed is a recent view of the Town Hall as remodeled in the mid-twentieth century. The original 
rooftop balustrade, dentilled cornice and other decorative elements were removed and a classical and 
easier to maintain gable roof added over the front door. An addition was built for a storage vault.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.

1 Swanzey Town Hall, 1914



628 Old Homestead Highway 

The iConiC 2½-story building standing beside town hall in Swanzey Center is well known as Mount 
Caesar Union Library, a repository for the past 130 years of books, media and local resources, including a 
unique collection of local artifacts in its antiquarian room.
What is less well known is that, for an entire generation prior to becoming a library, the building served 
as a private academy, drawing students from around the region (coincidentally anticipating the Monad-
nock Regional High School, from 1962 onward).
 The building came into existence in 1843 as “Mt. Caesar Seminary,” a school organized by the county 
Universalist Society. Private academies offering post-elementary education were common in the region 
prior to public high schools, led by Chesterfield’s (1790), and Miss Fiske’s in Keene (1813).
Many, like Mount Caesar, were sectarian. Universalist ideas had spread widely in Swanzey, popularized 
by Rev. Hosea Ballou (1777-1852) of nearby Richmond. Swanzey adherents won the competition for a 
Universalist academy, contributing funds and materials for this building. They also erected a Universalist 
Church in West Swanzey, which is no longer in existence.
 Mount Caesar Seminary, like many of its peers, was of Greek Revival design. The gable end faces 
forward, with a protective porch supported by columns over its raised entrance. A classic Greek temple 
would have fluted columns with Doric or Ionic capitals, but this is a rustic variant: the columns are 
squared, accented by batten strips. As a temple of learning, however, the seminary acquitted itself well, 
guided by minister-principals, offering Latin grammar, English composition, algebra, music, etc. Its 
square grand piano was surely used by Denman Thompson during his student days here.
 As enrollments declined during the Civil War, the school renamed itself “Swanzey Academy.” But by 
1866, disheartened shareholders voted to auction off the school. Neighbor George Carpenter managed 
to buy up the outstanding shares, however, and as sole proprietor, he deeded the property to the “Mt. 
Caesar Union Library Association,” a recent consortium of dedicated readers in East and Center Swanzey 
(hence “Union”).

2 Mt. Caesar Union Library, 1843/1855



The library began operations in 1885, and continues, as a nonprofit association under an independent 
board of trustees. Carpenter’s stipulations are still honored—ring the bell on July 4th, no dancing and no 
gambling. The original collection of 1,000 books has grown to an ever-refreshed 16,500. This modest 
building remains a “temple” of enlightenment into the 21st century.
 —Keene Sentinel, Richard Scaramelli.

The greek revival style building that has been the public library since 1885 is a focal point in the center. 
It was built in 1843 as a private academy and shows evidence of that history in the upper rooms. Mt. 
Caesar Seminary and Swanzey Academy was affiliated with the Universalist denomination when it was 
founded by residents of Swanzey and other area towns. Construction of the building was directed by 
Lyman Parker and Major Ezekiel Page who were local men. Village residents who worked on the project 
included Virgil Woodcock, Zadock Taft, and Elijah Carpenter. Granite for the foundation was quarried 
on Mount Caesar. The triangular front gable on classical posts was intended to represent a Greek temple, 
a popular form for educational and public buildings.
 Small private schools were common in the mid-nineteenth century. They provided high school 
education when public schooling ended with grade 8. Most were associated with a particular religious 
denomination, but anyone could attend as long as they were male. Many local boys graduated from 
Swanzey’s academy over 20+ years. Boys from out of town were housed in a boarding house on the 
site of the Grange Hall. In addition to classrooms and offices, the academy had an assembly hall with a 
stage, used for lectures and entertainment. Universalist church services were also held there, so the old 
meeting house next door ceased its religious function. As many as 120 students were enrolled at one 
time, and seven or eight teachers employed. Swanzey Academy became co-educational in its final years. 
With declining attendance due to competition from larger institutions and public high schools, it closed 
in about 1866.
 George Carpenter, who lived nearby and had been one of the school’s first students, acquired 
ownership of the building when the shares were auctioned. His wife Lucy J. Carpenter, who was also 
a graduate, founded the Mt. Caesar Union Library Association with a group of local women in 1880. 
In 1885, George Carpenter sold the academy building to them for $1, to be used for literary purposes 
and the promotion of knowledge. The building was remodeled at a cost of $7,500 – equivalent to over 
$200,000 today – raised by private donations from town residents and former students. An Antiquarian 
Society was established in 1886. Its collections are now housed in a fireproof addition built in 1972. The 
back ell was enlarged in the 1980s and a wing added to the side in 1990. In 2018, a capital campaign was 
launched to raise funds for accessibility improvements. The library was listed in the New Hampshire State 
Register of Historic Places in 2019. With grant funding in 2020, the historic windows were all restored 
to working order.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.



3 First Congregational Church, 1836

679 Old Homestead Highway

The FirsT Congregational Church of Swanzey was organized November 4, 1741. The town was 
originally granted a charter from Massachusetts in 1733 and was known as Lower Ashuelot. In 1753, the 
town was again granted a charter; this time by the state of New Hampshire, on July 2nd. In this charter 
the name of the town was Swanzey. 
 The early settlers of the town were enjoined by the state of Massachusetts as a condition of their 
charter to build a meetinghouse and settle a minister within five years of the settlement of this town. 
In 1737, the settlers first voted to build a meetinghouse. However, in 1738 it was voted not to build a 
meetinghouse at that time due to fear of Indian raids. On December 4, 1741 Rev. Timothy Harrington 
was ordained as pastor of the Congregational Church. At that time there were thirteen members. In 
1745, the Rev. Harrington's house was burned by the Indians and all the church records were destroyed. 
In 1747, the settlement of Lower Ashuelot was totally abandoned because of Indian raids. Two family 
bibles, buried for protection, survived the Indian raids and are still in existence. 
 In 1751, the settlers felt it was safe enough to return and start to rebuild. 
 On August 21, 1753, the churches of Keene and Swanzey united under the ministry of Rev. Ezra 
Carpenter. This union continued for seven years. The first church building, located on “Meetinghouse 
Hill” (Mt. Caesar) was started prior to 1755 but was not finished until 1765. In that year it was turned 
around 90 degrees by a hurricane and we can assume it required major repairs. The site of this first 
meetinghouse is now marked by a granite monument on Mount Caesar. The inscribed date on the stone, 
September 7, 1737, refers to the date when the original vote was taken to build a meetinghouse. When 
the meetinghouse was finally finished in 1771, it was used for all kinds of meetings; religious and civil. 
 It was a simple structure with no steeple and no bell. Pews on the main floor were built by the owners 



and each pew varied according to how wealthy the owner was. Pews were personal property which were 
bought and sold. Deeds of pews are recorded. A gallery was available for those with no pews. 
The second meetinghouse, built by the town in 1796, was used for general purposes. Being public 
property, it's use was claimed for meetings by both Congregationalists and Universalists as well as 
meetings for town business. It was a two story building with a towering steeple and a belfry with no bell. 
 Two rows of windows were on each side. The interior was unpainted. It had a huge gallery on three 
sides with rows of pews next to the walls and rows of long seats in front for the singers. On the main 
floor rows of old fashioned box pews were between broad aisles. 
 The pulpit, on the north side, was a large box with a door to enclose the minister. It was many feet 
above the floor.
 For many years there were no heating facilities in this building nor in the first meetinghouse. 
 The box pews are said to have been high enough so that only the tops of heads showed above them.  
Charcoal foot stoves were carried to church for warmth. Sometimes even the family dog could be found 
in a box pew as a way to keep feet warm. In approximately 1850, this building was cut to a one story 
building and was used as the town hall. 
 The present church building, the Brick Meetinghouse, was erected in 1836 by Virgil Woodcock for a 
sum of $2000.00. 
 This building was completely surrounded by brick and the roof was covered with slate. It included 
a steeple, belfry and bell. Horse sheds were built on the site of the current Friendship Hall. When this 
building was finished, it marked the first time in Swanzey when there were separate buildings for religious 
purposes and municipal purposes. 
 Over the years there have been many changes and additions to this church building.

The BriCk First Congregational Church was built in 1835-36. It was the third meeting house in the 
village and the first to separate the church from the town-owned town hall. The builder was carpenter 
Virgil Woodcock (1806-1875) who lived a few houses south of the church in the village. He and other 
carpenters in the region employed designs promoted by architectural handbooks like those of Asher 
Benjamin. During the 1830s-40s many congregations moved out of old public meeting houses to respect 
the separation of church and state. The nearby towns of Troy, Jaffrey, Richmond, and Westmoreland all 
have similar brick Congregational churches with wooden bell towers from the same period. Swanzey’s 
brick meeting house is nearly identical to the church in Troy built by Woodcock the year before this one. 
It combines elements of the older Federal style, like the arched doorways and blind arcade, with a Greek 
Revival style pedimented gable end and a square tower, and the pointed arch windows and spires of the 
Gothic Revival.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.



4 Wilcox School, 1935

633 Old Homestead Highway 

The WilCox sChool was the central village elementary school during the second quarter of the twentieth 
century. Before it was built, an 18th century house and connected barns stood on the site, and children 
attended schoolhouses at the north and south ends of the village, in districts that had been established in 
the 1770s. In 1924, after renting additional classroom space from the Mt. Caesar Union Library for some 
years, the Town voted to build a new school. The Swanzey Center School opened in 1925. It contained 
two large rooms, one for grades 1-4 and the other for grades 5-8. In the late 1930s, it was renamed for 
Allen Wilcox who had provided the land. After Mt. Caesar Elementary School was built in the 1950s, 
the old school became offices and meeting space, now the Wilcox Building of the Monadnock Regional 
School District.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.



5 Golden Rod Grange, 1916

625 Old Homestead Highway

The golden rod grange No. 114 is a historic Grange hall on New Hampshire Route 32 in Swanzey, New 
Hampshire, United States. Built in 1916, it continues to occupy a significant place in the community as a meeting 
and function space. The little-altered building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1994. It is 
now owned by the town and maintained by the Swanzey Preservation Society.
 The Golden Rod Grange stands in the village center of Swanzey, on the west side of New Hampshire Route 32, 
opposite the church and town hall. It is a two-story rectangular wooden structure, with a gabled roof and clap-
boarded exterior. It is about 60 by 32 feet (18.3 m × 9.8 m) in size, presenting the long facade to the street. That 
facade has five symmetrically placed windows on the second floor, and an irregular arrangement of windows on the 
ground floor, with the main entrance at the center and a secondary entrance at the right end. The interior is divided 
into a meeting and dining hall with kitchen on the ground floor, and auditorium with antechamber on the upper 
level. In the auditorium, the roof's Warren trusses are exposed. Most of the original wall finishes are plaster and pine, 
although these have been covered in some areas.
 The building was constructed in 1915-16 to serve the local Grange chapter, its layout typifying functions com-
monly supported by New England Grange chapters. The building's modifications have generally been limited to 
cosmetic alterations, including the covering over of original finishes, and the addition of a steel fire escape on the 
north end of the building. The stage curtain in the auditorium is painted to depict a local pond. The building is now 
maintained by the Swanzey Preservation Society.
 —Wikipedia

The golden rod grange No. 114 was constructed in 1915-1916 and designed specifically for Grange 
use with a lodge room with stage for dramatic productions, a dining/meeting hall, and a kitchen. The 
Grange was sold to the Town of Swanzey on May 15, 1992. Since 1993, the Swanzey Preservation 
Society has been working to rehabilitate the building for use as a centralized meeting place for town 



activities. The building was individually listed to the National Register of Historic Places in 1994 under 
Criterion A for significance in Social History. Though there was a flurry of rehabilitation work done in 
the 1990s by the Swanzey Preservation Society, the building has sat relatively untouched for the last 
twenty years.

The golden rod grange is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is owned by the Town 
and maintained with assistance from the Swanzey Preservation Society. The Grange hall was built in 
1915-16, on the site of the hotel and former academy boardinghouse that burned down around 1900. 
The Grange had met in the Town Hall for many years. When the Golden Rod Grange No. 114 formed in 
1886, George and Lucy Carpenter were founding members, as they had been of the library. The Grange 
was a cooperative, fraternal organization aimed at assisting farmers and their families to greater productiv-
ity and profitability. The focus was on education and community service, through agricultural fairs, sup-
pers and socials, lecture programs and volunteerism. There was a Grange hall in nearly every town in New 
Hampshire and the Grange was the primary social organization outside of church in many communities. 
With 125 members at one point, the Golden Rod Grange No. 114 was the second largest in the county 
after Keene. The Grange hall was built to host a variety of activities, with a large lodge room and stage 
upstairs and a large kitchen and a dining room for functions and meetings on the ground floor. Swanzey’s 
Grange, active for many years, was awarded a National Certificate of Honor by the National Grange in 
1942 and the Significant Service Award for Community Work in 1956. Grange membership declined 
throughout the state with a shift away from rural life and agricultural activities in the late twentieth cen-
tury. The building was deeded to the Town in 1992.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.



6 Mt. Caesar Cemetery, 1755/1853

623 Old Homestead Highway 

The CemeTery contains burials from the earliest settlement and is still in use. The oldest part of the 
cemetery is the northern end toward the First Meeting House Site. The Carpenter family had its own 
plot enclosed by granite stone walls in the corner near their homestead. The oldest engravings bear death 
dates of 1755. There are about thirty-five gravestones with dates in the 1700s. Wood markers or rough 
stones would have marked other burials. The cemetery contains outstanding local examples of gravestone 
carving. They were probably the work of itinerant carvers who traveled through the region offering 
their services to the recently bereaved. Winged cherubs and floral borders were used from the 1750s 
through the 1790s, replaced by urn and willow motifs that were popular into the mid-1800s. Victorian 
obelisks and marble gravestones date from the later nineteenth century. The southern half of the 6.5-acre 
cemetery was added in 1853. The site was laid out in avenues and enclosed with stone walls. By 1890 
more space was needed and a new cemetery opened south of the village. For those who cannot visit in 
person, all the stones have been photographed for Findagrave.com.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017. 

GRAVE OF CAPTAIN JONATHAN WHITCOMB 
Jonathan Whitcomb commanded a company that fought at the Battle of Bunker Hill. Three of his 
brothers also served in the company. Captain Whitcomb was born in Bolton, Massachusetts, and moved 
with his parents to Swanzey in the 1790s. It is said that Captain Whitcomb’s funeral procession extended 
for one and a half miles.

GRAVES OF JOSHUA HOLBROOK AND CAPTAIN OTIS WHITCOMB
Swanzey playwright Denman Thompson used Holbrook’s first name and Whitcomb’s second name 
for Joshua Whitcomb, the main character in “The Old Homestead.” Included in the list of ten best 



American plays, “The Old Homestead” is the story 
of a simply country farmer who travels to New York 
City in search of his prodigal son, and struggles to 
understand the values and pace of urban life. After 
its debut at the Boston Theatre in April 1886, 
Denman Thompson produced the play for thirty-
five years for audiences throughout the United 
States, and in England in a command performance 
for Queen Victoria. “The Old Homestead” has 
been performed annually by local residents since its 
1939 Swanzey revival. 
 Captain Otis and his wife had eighteen children, 
and he promised her a silk dress if the number were 
to reach twenty.

Jonathan Priest Whitcomb, son of Joseph Whitcomb, 
born January 14, 1740, at Leominster, Massachusetts: 
married September 5, 1764, Dorothy Carter. She 
was born March 9, 1746: died October 22, 1827. 
He settled in Swanzey, New Hampshire, and kept the 
first store and the first tavern in the town. He served 
in the revolutionary war and was paid for eight and a 
one-half months service at Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
during the siege of Boston in 1775. He was captain of 
the largest company in Colonel James Reid’s regiment 
at Lexington, April 10, 1775 and at Bunker Hill June 
17. 1775. His company encamped on Winter Hill, 
numbering about seventy men from Keene, New 
Hampshire and Swanzey.



7 Potash Bowl, 1939

621 Old Homestead Highway 

The PoTash BoWl amphitheater is an historic resource unique to Swanzey. Generations of families and 
neighbors participated in the community theater production of The Old Homestead play, whose author, 
Denman Thompson (1833-1911), based its characters on boyhood memories of West Swanzey and time 
spent at Mt. Caesar Seminary. The play opened in Boston in 1886, and the successful production toured 
the country for over 25 years, including runs on Broadway. Thompson played the lead role of Uncle 
Joshua Whitcomb, who was said to be a combination of real Swanzey residents, Joshua Holbrook and 
Captain Otis Whitcomb. It was Whitcomb’s home on Sawyers Crossing Road just north of here that 
came to be identified as “The Old Homestead house.” Denman Thompson’s own homestead was a large 
Victorian house and barn in West Swanzey, which he built on the site of his mother’s family home. The 
play continued into the 1910s under the management his son Frank Thompson, with Henry Horton 
as Joshua Whitcomb. Two decades later in 1933, when Swanzey celebrated its 200th Anniversary and 
marked Denman Thompson’s “100th birthday,” three acts of the play were performed on the Keene City 
Hall stage, with Horton reprising the lead role, and several Thompson relatives among the cast.
The long-running revival of The Old Homestead - performed by local amateur actors, right in the village 
where the play was set - began in 1938 as a fundraiser for the community association and churches. The 
Town of Swanzey owned the sloping land in the front corner of the old Carpenter homestead that was a 
perfect natural amphitheater. Volunteers constructed a stage and benches and created sets and costumes. 
In July of 1939, the Swanzey Players performed two sold-out shows with audiences of over 2,000! It 
became an annual event, with as many as 50 persons involved as cast and crew members. Live oxen were 
used in the show as they had been in Thompson’s day. The play ran for one weekend a year, scheduled to 
coincide with a full moon to enhance the lighting. The site is still owned by the Town and maintained by 
the Old Homestead Association established for that purpose in 1942. The stage and scenery were rebuilt 
in 1979 after an arson fire, sparking renewed interest in the play. The twenty-first-century audience 
shrank however, and the show closed in 2016 after 75 seasons. Now the stage provides a local venue for 
summer concerts. The community remains committed to maintaining it, repairing the roof after a 2018 
windstorm brought down some of the iconic white pine trees.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.



8 Carpenter Homestead, 1808/1930

1 Simeneau Lane 

The home of the Carpenter family on Meetinghouse Hill was a town-owned, assisted-living facility for the 
elderly for over three generations. Simeneau Lane was named for the long-time caretakers. The Carpenter 
Home was established in 1930 when the Town accepted a bequest from Mrs. Lucy J. Carpenter of 230 
acres of land and buildings to be used as a home for the poor and unfortunate of the town. In recent 
years, the small 16-bed assisted living facility became difficult to license and finance and it closed in 2019.
 The early nineteenth-century Cape Cod farmhouse with a center chimney was the second on the site. 
The first was built by the Reverend Ezra Carpenter (1698-1785) when he came to town in 1753 with 
his wife and eight children to serve as minister. It was built on land that was provided near the meeting 
house. It became a large farm that was passed down in his family. This house was built around 1808 by 
his grandson Elijah Carpenter, a successful farmer who served terms as county sheriff and state legislator. 
Stone for the foundation and granite walls may have come nearby Mount Caesar where there is evidence 
of quarrying. It became the home of George Carpenter (1828-1915) and his wife Lucy Jane Whitcomb 
(1834-1928) when they married in 1864.
 George and Lucy Carpenter had no children, so they employed farm laborers who sometimes boarded 
with them. Ann Naylor kept house and lived with Mrs. Carpenter for several decades. This early twentieth 
century photo shows the house as it looked in the Carpenters’ day. They called it Valley View Farm, 
because it overlooked fields along the river before the pine trees grew in.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.



9 First Meetinghosue Site 1753/1926

Simeneau Lane 

The siTe of the first meeting house is on the hill behind the Carpenter Homestead and north of the town 
cemetery. A granite marker was placed there by members of the Golden Rod Grange in 1926, at the 
time of the U.S. Sesquicentennial (150th). Despite the inscription, “The first meeting house in Swanzey 
was built on this ledge 1737,” that date was the first vote of the citizens of Lower Ashuelot to build a 
meeting house. They set aside the elevated site as common land, midway on the street of house lots. 
The first building there may have been a schoolhouse, and a fortified building/garrison was built there 
in the 1740s, but the First Congregational Church organized in 1741 held its services in private homes. 
It was not until after the settlers left and returned that the first meeting house was erected in 1753-55, 
and it took years to finish. According to the town history, hurricane damage in 1765 took six years to 
repair. The building stood on the ledge, 50’ by 40’ feet on the ground and two stories tall, probably 
with a pitched roof. Inside, a meeting house of this period typically had the pulpit on the north wall and 
galleries ran around three sides. The first Swanzey meeting house was used for church services and public 
meetings for about four decades. After it was replaced by the more central building in 1796, the land 
became part of the Carpenter Homestead and the old building was taken down.
 —From Swanzey Center, The Preservaton Company, 2017.



181 Sawyers Crossing Road

Built in 1859 to replace a bridge constructed prior to 1771. The bridge is 158’5” long with clear span of 
61’6” and 77’3”. It has an overall width of 21’0” with a roadway width of 17’2” and a maximum vertical 
clearance of 12’0”. It has fully sheathed sides. The structure is posted for three tons. 
 According to the History of Swanzey by Benjamin Read, this structure is also known by the name 
Cresson. The bridge was reconstructed in 1859 at a cost of $1,735.94. The event was celebrated with a 
big dance held right on the bridge. Lanterns were hung from the rafters, a four piece orchestra played, 
lunch was served at midnight, and the dance continued all night. In 1953 the bridge was used by Arthur 
Godfrey as a tie-in with a Chesterfield cigarette Christmas carton. In response, Governor Hugh Gregg 
flew to New York to present Mr. Godfrey with an honorary deed to the bridge making him an owner. 
The bridge was repaired in 1983 at a cost of $61,028.15 of which $16,446.22 was contributed by 
the town. The remainder came from the state. The Sawyer’s Crossing Bridge is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Location: One mile north of N.H. Route 32 on Sawyer’s Crossing Road in Swanzey. It spans the 
Ashuelot River.
Style of Bridge: Town lattice truss
Year of Construction: Built in 1859 to replace a bridge constructed prior to 1771.
Original Cost: 1771 - 53 pounds, six shillings.
Structural Characteristics: The bridge is 158’5” long with clear span of 61’6” and 77’3”. It has an overall 
width of 21’0” with a roadway width of 17’2” and a maximum vertical clearance of 12’0”. It has fully 
sheathed sides. The structure is posted for three tons.
World Guide Number: 29-03-05. New Hampshire Number: 6

Sawyers Crossing or Cresson Bridge, 1859

More Covered Bridges



Carlton Road

The Carleton Bridge (or Carlton Bridge)[a] is a historic wooden covered bridge that carries Carlton Road over the 
South Branch Ashuelot River in East Swanzey, New Hampshire. The bridge was built in 1869, and is the region’s 
only surviving example of a 19th-century Queenpost truss bridge. The bridge was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1975.
 The Carleton Bridge is located in central eastern Swanzey, in a rural setting on Carlton Road east of New 
Hampshire Route 32. Carlton Road is one of the main routes connecting Swanzey village with East Swanzey. The 
bridge is a single span 67 feet 3 inches (20.50 m) in length and 16 feet 6 inches (5.03 m) wide, resting on granite 
abutments. Its roadway is 12 feet 4 inches (3.76 m) wide, sufficient for one lane of traffic. Its exterior is sheathed 
in vertical board siding and is topped by a gabled roof. Its trusses have been reinforced with iron tie rods and other 
metal elements.
 The bridge was built in 1869 on a site that is believed to have had a bridge since 1789. It is believed to be the 
only example of a Queenspost truss bridge in southern New Hampshire. This truss method is quite old, and is 
based on techniques used for building large structures such as churches and barns.

According to the History of Swanzey by Benjamin Read, this structure is also known by the name Cresson. The bridge 
was reconstructed in 1859 at a cost of $1,735.94. The event was celebrated with a big dance held right on the bridge. 
Lanterns were hung from the rafters, a four piece orchestra played, lunch was served at midnight, and the dance continued 
all night. In 1953 the bridge was used by Arthur Godfrey as a tie-in with a Chesterfield cigarette Christmas carton. In re-
sponse, Governor Hugh Gregg flew to New York to present Mr. Godfrey with an honorary deed to the bridge making him 
an owner. The bridge was repaired in 1983 at a cost of $61,028.15 of which $16,446.22 was contributed by the town. The 
remainder came from the state. The Sawyer’s Crossing Bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Location: East of N.H. Route 32 on Carleton Road, one-half mile south of Swanzey Village spanning the South 
Branch Ashuelot River in Swanzey.
Style of Bridge: Queenpost
Year of Construction: Approximately 1789
Original Cost: 15 pounds
Structural Characteristics: The bridge has an overall length of 67’3” with a clear span of 60’3”. It has an overall 
width of 16’6” with a roadway width of 12’4” and a maximum vertical clearance of 11’7”. It has fully sheathed 
sides. The structure is posted for three tons.
World Guide Number: 29-03-07. New Hampshire Number: 7

Carlton Bridge, 1869



Westport Village Road

The slaTe Covered Bridge is a wooden covered bridge which carries the Westport Village Road over 
the Ashuelot River in Westport, a village of Swanzey, New Hampshire. The bridge was built in 2001, as a 
replacement for an 1862 bridge that was destroyed by arson fire in 1993. The 1862 bridge, one of New 
Hampshire’s small number of surviving 19th-century covered bridges, was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1978.
 The Slate Covered Bridge is located in southwestern Swanzey, carrying Westport Village Road (for-
merly an alignment of New Hampshire Route 10) over the Ashuelot River in a roughly north-south 
orientation. The bridge is a reproduction of the 1862 bridge. The 1862 bridge was a single span Town 
lattice truss, with a span of 122 feet (37 m) and a roadway width of 17 feet (5.2 m). Its name derives 
from a family that lived nearby at the time of its construction. It rested on abutments of split granite, and 
was covered with a tin roof. Its sides were fully sheathed, and it had numerous repairs and parts replaced.

Address: Westport Village Rd, Swanzey, NH
Opened: 1862
Area: 39,200 ft²
Body of water: Ashuelot River
Added to NRHP: November 14, 1978
NRHP Reference Number: 78000212. New Hampshire Number: 7

Slate Bridge, 1862/2001


