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THE FOUNDING AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE CLUB

SINCE ancient times it has been characteristic of our race to desire a knowledge of other
lands and peoples beyond our own narrow sky line, to push out in search of undiscovered
countries and unfamiliar things, to match skill and courage with unknown dangers, with
wild beasts, and with hostile elements, until in our own time there remains scarcely a
corner of the round earth unvisited or its inhabitants unknown. And just as the men of
Athens gathered on Areopagus, eager to hear the tales of travellers returning from distant
lands, so we in our day still meet together to hear or tell “some new thing,” or to share
the thrill of adventure or discovery with those who fare forth across the face of the earth
seeking the inspiration of the unknown or the more lasting prize of an accurate
knowledge of our globe and its inhabitants. Such “intelligent travel” forms the basis of
modern geographical science, the intimate study of the earth’s surface, its plants and its
animals, and the relation of these to each other and to ourselves.

It was thus most fitting that thirty years ago, Harvard’s eminent geographer,
Professor William Morris Davis, in association with Copley Amory, Roland B. Dixon,
James H. Kidder, and the late Archibald Cary Coolidge, invited Harvard men and others
in this vicinity, who might be interested in “promoting intelligent travel and exploration,”
to meet together on November 15, 1902, in the assembly room of the Harvard Union at
Cambridge, to consider the formation of a Harvard Travellers Club. Thirty men
responded to the call.* Professor Davis outlined his plans for the organization of the
Club, and explained its proposed objects. The idea met with enthusiastic reception.
Professor Davis was elected the first President and Dr. John C. Phillips was chosen the
first Secretary. As an earnest of interesting narratives to come, Mr. James H. Kidder gave
an account of his experiences in hunting bears in Alaska, at that time a comparatively
little-travelled region. Those registering at this first meeting included professors at the
college, graduates and undergraduates, in all thirty, as follows: —

George H. Burnett
Austin Hobart Clark
William Morris Davis
Roland B. Dixon
Gordon Donald
Delafield Dubois
George H. Field
Alexis E. Frye
William H. Glasgow
James Walter Goldthwait
George Byron Gordon
Charles L. Harding
Ernest Howe

Thomas A. Jaggar, Jr.
Harris Kennedy

Sinclair Kennedy
James H. Kidder
Samuel W. Lewis
Leonard Metcalf

John C. Phillips
Frederick Ward Putnam
George Sharp Raymer
M. Alston Read

A. Lawrence Rotch
Rollin S. Salters
Herbert Weir Smyth
Raymond E. Street
Fritz B. Talbot
Russell Tyson

Robert Walcott

* Dr. A. Hamilton Rice recalls that plans for the founding of such a club had previously been discussed
by a group of eight or ten in informal meetings at Professor Davis’s house in the previous winter, 1900-
01.

Thus the Harvard Travellers Club was auspiciously launched upon its career.

The history of any successful enterprise commonly centers about some great
personality whose vision and courage give the initial impetus and whose inspiration helps
to maintain the momentum. To the enthusiasm and zeal of its first president, Professor
William Morris Davis, the Club owes much of its early success. A mere perusal of his



scrap book kept during these years suffices to show the unremitting effort he put forth in
its behalf - letters to well-known explorers and travellers inviting them to address our
meetings, many more in the shape of replies to invitations he sent out to personal friends
before each meeting, cordially asking their presence or as his guests at dinner to meet the
speakers and hear the lectures. By this constructive method he interested many of his
close acquaintances who later became staunch members of the Club. He aimed high that a
standard might be set at the beginning which should place the meetings of the Club above
the level of mediocrity. So it was that for the third meeting, he invited (then) Commander
Robert E. Peary to give an address to which the public also was to be invited. This
invitation was accepted, the expenses were subscribed, and the lecture hall of the (old)
Fogg Art Museum was secured for the evening of February 27, 1903. Peary was greeted
by a large crowd and spoke of his work in the Arctic during the previous four years,
showing many colored lantern slides. In prophetic vein, he announced it as his firm belief
that the Pole could be reached by way of North Greenland, and in later years he lived to
prove it. After the lecture a reception for members and their friends took place at the
Harvard Union, giving an opportunity to meet Peary personally. A year later, another
public lecture was given, February 26, 1904, at which the Hon. W. W. Rockhill spoke on
his travels on the borderland of China and Tibet. A reception was held after the meeting
at which President Charles W. Eliot was among the guests. He remarked at this occasion,
“The Club seems to have been an immediate success.” Again in the following year, on
January 13, 1905, a special meeting was held to hear Dr. Otto Nordenskjold on his
explorations in the Antarctic. For this occasion, Mr. Edward W. Hutchins cordially
opened his house at 166 Beacon St., Boston, and the Secretary notes in his record of that
meeting that it was “the largest and best we have yet had.” It seems that later, Mr.
Hutchins, the Club’s host, “was good enough to give the Club the beer mugs which we
used at his house at the meeting. He thought that the Club could use them in the future at
the various private houses where it might meet.” But alas for the generous thought! That
was in pre-Volsteadian days.

Another notable meeting was that of April 27, 1906, when Anthony Fiala was
secured as the speaker, and gave an account of his “Two years in the Arctic.” The
meeting was held at the house of Mr. Edwin H. Abbot in Cambridge. The first moving
pictures to be shown before the Club were exhibited at this meeting, but the frank
comment of the Secretary, Dr. Townsend W. Thorndike, was that they were “a novelty
but not particularly interesting.” He added (in a letter to President Davis): “Do you know
whether the beer held out?”, evidently an equally important matter from the point of view
of the conscientious provider. It was not generally known that Dr. Thorndike hoped to
start a small fund which might be used from time to time to pay for the expense of some
exceptional lecture. He contributed annually for this purpose One Hundred Dollars for
several years, but desired that the gift be anonymous. Fiala was the first speaker to be
secured through the aid of this fund.

Of the many invited speakers who were the guests of the Club in these first years,
perhaps none so endeared himself in our memories as Colonel Sir Colin Scott-Moncrieff,
who, in 1907, gave a course of lectures under the auspices of the Lowell Institute. At the
invitation of our President he consented to speak at our meeting of March 1, 1907, on
“Passages in the Life of a Roving Engineer.” Later he was elected one of the Honorary
Members of the Club. In a letter written to Professor Davis shortly before his departure
from England for his visit here, he wrote: “I quite dread all the kindness that I am sure
will be offered to me. . . . Shall I not be a regular sucked orange talking straight on for
two hours a week? One invitation you kindly give, that to the Harvard Travellers Club, I
cannot possibly refuse.” Nor in after years did he ever neglect an occasion to express his
happy remembrance of his stay here.



MEETINGS

WHILE the earlier meetings of the Club were held at the Harvard Union, or on special
occasions, at the Fogg Museum’s lecture hall, new regulations of the former shortly made
it impossible for our meetings to continue there, perhaps a blessing in disguise, for at
once the alternative of holding meetings at the homes of those members whose parlors
were ample enough, was adopted with a resulting increase of good fellowship and
informality. Thus it came about that from 1904 to 1908 the Club met at the house of
some member either in Cambridge, Boston, or Brookline, less often at the Boston
Athletic Club through kind intervention of certain members, or elsewhere as occasion
demanded. After 1908, however, until 1913, the old University Club, then at 270 Beacon
St., Boston, was a usual place of meeting, but since November, 1913, with the opening of
the Harvard Club of Boston, the meetings have been regularly held there, and a suitable
room assigned to the occasional use of the Travellers Club and the Asculapian Club, has
proved convenient and comfortable. Various big-game trophies have been contributed by
members of the former for the decoration of the walls of this meeting place.

In the autumn of 1931 the new building of the Institute of Geographical Exploration
at Harvard was opened, and through the kindness of its Director, Professor A. Hamilton
Rice, the Club has already been granted the use of its splendid auditorium on several
occasions, and space has most generously been assigned to it for the storage of its records
and the Club Library. The interests of the Club should be closely bound with those of the
new Institute, and a happy and helpful association with it is looked for.

The custom of holding an annual dinner or at least an occasional dinner has been an
added means of fostering acquaintance among the members and allowing an opportunity
for interchange of ideas. The first of these dinners was held at the Harvard Union on the
occasion of the ninth meeting, January 29, 1904, at which Professor Albert E. Burton was
the guest, and he later addressed the Club on Sumatra. Again on February 14, 1908, a
dinner of the Club was held, this time at the Hotel Brunswick, Boston. The minutes of the
meeting do not tell how many were present, but among the invited guests was President
Charles W. Eliot, while the speaker was Major Charles Lynch of the U. S. Army, who
told us of Manchuria during the Russo-Japanese war. The notice of the dinner mentioned
it as the first Annual Dinner of the Club, indicating that the occasion was to be repeated
regularly in succeeding years, a policy that has been adhered to so far as possible, though
in some years it has been impracticable to get the members together in this way.

A memorable dinner was that at the Exchange Club, Boston, on February 11, 1910,
when Captain Robert A. Bartlett was the guest, and told of his experiences in the Far
North, when as commander of the “Roosevelt,” he had supported Peary on his final and
succeessful [sic] attempt to reach the pole.

The annual dinner of 1911 was held on January 27, when the brothers George and
Samuel Mixter told of their journey afoot across the British Columbian Rockies. In the
same year, on December 12, a special dinner was held at the Exchange Club, at which
200 were present, to hear the guest of honor, Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, speak on his
hunting experiences in East Africa.

At other times the Club has held special dinners as occasion offered to welcome
distinguished travellers passing through Boston. Such was the dinner held at the meeting
of November 20, 1923, in honor of Major-General Sir Percy Sykes, who afterward spoke
of his travels in Persia; and again, on January 13, 1930, when Colonel Sir Francis
Younghusband was the guest of honor at a dinner at the Union Club, Boston. It was an
unusual privilege to meet the lecturer and listen to his intimate account of many years’
experiences in dealing with delicate political situations arising along the northern borders
of India.

To recount all the meetings of the Club would be impossible if not tedious, but for
reference and as an indication of the scope of the subjects covered and the parts of the
earth that have engaged the interest of our gatherings, a list of meetings and speakers is



appended to this account. There were years following the Great War when, for one
reason or another, meetings were held, at long intervals, when the Club barely kept alive
through the occupation of attention elsewhere, but nevertheless with a new wave of
enthusiasm, it has each time revived. That it still continues to flourish is a tribute to the
far-sightedness of its founder as well as to the faith and zeal of its presidents and
secretaries, upon whom most heavily the burden of carrying on our activities falls. Since
1904 the Club has annually published its Year Book, recording the list of members and
(in later issues) their travels, the officers and list of meetings for the year current. A word
of appreciation is due Mr. Harold E. Orendorff of Concord, not only for his care in
preparing and bringing out these yearly reports but also for the faithful and efficient
manner in which for many years he has attended to the sending out of notices and acted
as assistant to the secretaries in numberless matters of routine.



THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CLUB

THE general direction of the affairs of the Club was at first vested in an Executive
Committee of five, consisting of the President, the Secretary, and Messrs. Archibald Cary
Coolidge, Copley Amory, and James H. Kidder. In the autumn of 1903, however,
Messrs. Roland B. Dixon and Henry B. Bigelow took the places of the two last, and
Bigelow was made Secretary. This committee on February 25, 1904, voted to create a
class of Fellows, to have general charge of the affairs and policy of the Club. The
Committee accordingly selected a list of thirty-nine names from among those members
whose travels had taken them off the regular routes. The first meeting of the Fellows
took place at a dinner held at the Harvard Union on March 18, 1904, with the notice
of which, the chosen list of Fellows was printed, as follows.

Copley Amory

Henry B. Bigelow

J. Mackintosh Bell
Robert P. Blake

John L. Bremer
Robert LeM. Barrett
William B. Cabot
Charles Camsell
Archibald C. Coolidge
Allan Cleghorn
William Morris Davis
George B. Dorr
Roland B. Dixon
Reginald A. Daly
Samuel F. Emmons
J. Wells Farley
George B. Gordon
Ellsworth Huntington
Edward J. Holmes

Ira N. Hollis

Charles R. Lanman
Charles W. Purington
R. A. F. Penrose, Jr.
William H. Pickering
John C. Phillips
Frederick W. Putnam
John F. Perkins
Raphael Pumpelly

A. Hamilton Rice
George S. Raymer
W. W. Rockhill

A. Lawrence Rotch
Arthur D. Smith
William C. Sturgis
Townsend W. Thorndike
Alfred M. Tozzer
Leonard Wood
Robert DeC. Ward
Robert Walcott



The Executive Committee continued to function during the remainder of 1904, and at
its meeting of October 14, requested Dr. Townsend W. Thorndike to draw up a
Constitution and By-laws to be presented at the next meeting of the Fellows. This Dr.
Thorndike accordingly did, and at the Fellows’ Meeting of October 28, 1904, these, with
such changes as had been discussed at the meeting, were formally adopted.

This constitution states that the object of the Club "shall be the promotion of
intelligent travel and exploration," and that its membership shall be composed of men
interested in this object. Provision is made for resident members (residing within forty
miles of the State House) and non-resident members (residing without this limit);
Fellows, to be elected by the Fellows themselves from those members whose journeys
have led them off the ordinary routes of travel, and Honorary Members upon whom the
Club wishes to confer a mark of respect. A Council is provided for, under the direction
of the Fellows, to manage the ordinary business of the Club, and to consist of the
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and two other members, to be chosen at the Annual
Meeting. At that time Resident Members, upon election, paid an initiation fee of $5.00
for the first year and annual dues of $2.00 thereafter. The fee for Life Membership free
from further dues was $50, the sums received from this source being held as a special
fund, the income only of which may be spent.

With the adoption of this constitution, in 1904, the Executive Committee, which from
the beginning had carried on the affairs of the Club, automatically ceased to exist; and
the management henceforward has chiefly fallen upon the Council, an arrangement that
has worked satisfactorily ever since. A few changes have been made in the Constitution
for the smoother working of the wheels, as time and experience have shown to be best.
The last meeting of the Executive Committee was on December 6, 1904, and the first
meeting of the new Council was in March, 1905

For the next ten years or so meetings of the Fellows were held two or three times
during the year, usually with a dinner at which some one spoke entertainingly on an
appropriate subject. But the need for such meetings gradually became less, and with the
outbreak of the Great War and the years of distraction that followed, they were very
few indeed, for the simpler method of referring usual matters of routine business to the
Council proved satisfactory. Partly for this reason, an amendment to the By-Laws was
recently adopted, giving the Council complete charge of the affairs of the Club.

The Constitution and Standing Rules, as corrected to date, as well as a list of all
past and present officers and members of the Club are printed as an appendix hereto.

Between the years 1903 and 1905 the Club was listed in the University Catalogue.



VARIOUS ENDEAVORS
THE “PRACTICAL TALKS”

VARIOUS ways in which the Club might extend its field of usefulness and be of real
value to its members, the University, and others, were from the beginning discussed and
essayed. One of these was a plan for giving a series of “practical talks” on selected
subjects that might be of interest, especially to undergraduates and others who might thus
be stimulated to travel or to make observations of value in the course of their travels.
Accordingly in the spring of 1904 five “talks” were given in Harvard Hall lecture room,
and announcement of the speakers and subjects was duly made in the columns of the
Harvard Crimson and of the Boston Transcript. These were as follows:

1. April 6, 1904, Professor Charles E. Fay, on Mountaineering.

2. April 15, 1904. Mr. Alden Sampson, The Education of a Game Preserve
Expert.

3. May 6,1904, Dr. Allan Cleghorn, Medical Hints and the Care of Health in
Travel.

4. May 13, 1904, Professor G. S. Raymer, on Prospecting.

5. May 20, 1904, Professor Robert W. Willson, on Methods of determining
Latitude in Travel and Exploration.

Unfortunately this series, valuable though it was, did not seem to call forth the hoped-
for audiences and the Secretary of the Club at the Fellows’ Meeting of October 2-4,
1904, commented on the poor attendance, for which he felt there was no excuse, “in view
of the fact that the character of the talks was of a very high quality, and in some cases
better than the regular lectures.” The reason for the small attendance was attributed to the
undesirable hall in which the talks were held, the time of the year, and the lack of
suitable advertisement. Perhaps. too, the subject of “intelligent travel” is not one that
readily attracts the undergraduate, for whom the talks were chiefly designed, for it seems
to be, true that enthusiasm for travel and exploration develops more with the maturing of
interests after college age. Professor Davis, in a brief account of the Club and its
activities, contributed to the Harvard Graduate’s Magazine for June, 1905, commenting
on the character of its membership, says, “Curiously enough, the undergraduate
membership has grown slowly and the undergraduate members have been among the
least regular attendants at the meetings; this has been a disappointment, as it was hoped
that the narratives of those who had already traveled would attract the younger members
and incite them to follow the example of their elders.” The experiment was not tried
again, but other means for stimulating interest were worked out with better success. One
of these was the exhibitions, of which several have been held from time to time.

EXHIBITIONS

Very early in the Club’s history the intention was announced of holding a public
exhibition of trophies or other interesting mementoes of travel gathered by members in
the course of their wanderings. The purpose of this was in part to stimulate interest in the
Club and its objects, in part that its .members might become better acquainted with each
other’s special interests.



Under the active initiative of Secretary Thorndike, the plan was tested by sending out
notices to all members in the autumn of 1904, asking each if he would take part, what he
would exhibit, and how much space he might require. The replies evidently were
encouraging, but plans for the exhibition did not mature until four years later, when on
March 18, 1908, the forty-second meeting of the Club was devoted to this purpose. The
use of Horticultural Hall, Boston, was secured and over thirty members contributed
larger or smaller exhibits ranging from photographs to camping outfit, and from
observation instruments to specimens illustrating natural history or anthropology. An
especially interesting collection was shown by Dr. Townsend W. Thorndike, consisting
of historical souvenirs of Arctic exploration and travel in search of the Northwest
Passage, including portraits and autographs of many Arctic explorers. A committee of the
wives of members acted as hostesses, tea was served, and brief talks were given by Dr.
Thomas Barbour on his expedition to New Guinea and by Mr. Ellsworth Huntington on
his then recent journey in Turkestan. Some one noted with a humorous twinkle the
disparity in bodily size between the two speakers. Over a thousand people came to the
exhibition and the number of specimens shown was estimated at over five thousand.

The success of the first exhibition prompted the Club to adopt it as a triennial event.
Accordingly in 1911, preparations were made for a second and even better affair, which
was held at Copley Hall, Boston, and was open for two days, April 3 and 4. Professor
Davis opened the meeting in the afternoon with a short address, followed by Professor J.
W. Woods on India and Messrs G. C. Mixter and C. R. Cross, Jr., on hunting Alaskan
bears. Tea was served, and in the evening two other short talks were given, by Professor
Thomas A. Jaggar on volcanoes and Mr. J. W. Worthington on canoeing in New
England. On the afternoon of the second day, Mr. George Mixter told of travel afoot in
British Columbia and Mr. Francis T. Colby spoke on hunting in Africa. The evening
speakers were Dr. Wm. Lord Smith on climbing in the Dolomites, and Mr. Charles W.
Furlong on the Fuegians of Tierra del Fuego. Dancing followed the evening talks and the
Boston papers gave accounts of the exhibition.

The third exhibition was held again in Copley Hall, April 6,7, and 8, 1914; and again
the hall was filled with trophies and objects of interest, with as before, an additional
entertainment in the shape of a lecture in the afternoon and again in the evening of each
day, with tea in the afternoon. The list of patronesses numbered eighteen of the wives of
members. The speakers were: April 6, Professor Theodore Lyman, A journey to the Altai
Mountains and Mr. Ernest Harold Baynes, on Bird Conservation; April 7, Mr. John T.
Coolidge, Jr., Photography of African game, and Professor Roland B. Dixon, on a
journey in the northern Himalayas; April 8, Mr. H. W. Du Bois, Hunting with a camera
in British Columbia and Professor Hiram Bingham, Recent explorations in the land of the
Incas.

With the disruption of plans following the World War, this interesting triennial event
has lapsed, but in 1927 the Club was invited to join with other exhibitors at the
Sportsman’s Show in Mechanics Hall, Boston, and filled the space assigned to it with
various objects, the principal of which was a large wall map of the world on which were
outlined the routes of many of the Club’s members, each numbered to correspond with a
key to the names. This map, framed, later hung in the smoking room of the University
Museum at Harvard, but is now, with other Club records, at the new Institute of
Geographical Exploration at Harvard. It had been one of the plans of Secretary
Thorndike to have on file for each member a map with his routes of travel charted
thereon, but although maps were supplied to members, and some were returned for filing,
It was found impracticable to keep them up to date. The Club’s Yearbook, however,
supplies the information.



THE LADIES’ NIGHTS

As a social animal, man may not live to himself alone, hence the wish for an occasional
extension of the Club’s activities to include the ladies. So interested were the wives,
daughters and friends in the first public exhibition of the Club in March 1908, that in
some of the years following there was held a Ladies’ Night, with a reception graced by
the presence of a number of the wives of members as patronesses, followed by a lecture
of exceptional interest. The first of these events was held at Horticultural Hall, Boston,
on May 7, 1909, with some two hundred persons present. A brief address by Professor
Archibald Cary Coolidge on his Impressions of South America was followed by an
account of “A Hunting Trip in British East Africa” by Professor Theodore Lyman. Again
on April 29, 1910, a Ladies’ Night was held at Huntington Hall, Boston, at which Mr.
Joseph Linden Smith spoke on “A Visit to Japan,” and Dr. Harrison W. Smith gave an
account of his journey to Java and the neighboring islands, illustrated by lantern slides of
exceptional beauty. The Ladies’ Night of April 26, 1912., was memorable for Carl
Akeley’s account of “Elephant Hunting on Mt. Kenya,” with remarkable photographs of
the living animals at close range.

With the coming of the World War, and its disturbances, this pleasant custom lapsed,
but with the more modern entry of the fair sex into athletics, hunting, aviation,
mountaineering, and exploration, it may eventually be impossible to ignore the really
serious part that women have taken in travel and geographical study. It was therefore
appropriate that during the season of 1931-32, three Special Meetings have been held in
the auditorium of the Institute of Geographical Exploration, through the courtesy of its
Director, to which members were privileged to invite ladies.

THE HANDBOOK OF TRAVEL

Another project that bore fruit was the preparation of a convenient pocket-size
handbook corresponding in some degree to the Royal [Geographical] Society’s Hints to
Travellers, giving in condensed form information of a practical nature on many matters
relating to travel. This was planned out by a committee of which Professor Davis was
chairman and the preparation of the different chapters was assigned to various members.
Naturally the correlation of so many separate parts and the varying size and nature of the
apportionments caused infinite delay in the final preparation of the volume, which,
however, was at length assembled and published by the Harvard University Press in
1917. A thousand copies were printed and the cost underwritten by three of the Club’s
members. It contained chapters on the methods of travel, medical care, the making and
recording of observations, and the collecting and preserving of specimens of various
kinds. The chapter on the determination of position, by Professor R. W. Willson, is
accompanied by logarithmic tables and a clever device, fastened to the back cover, for
use in making quick calculations. As an astronomer Professor Willson thought little of
the passage of time and it was with difficulty that he finally found opportunity to prepare
or even to correct the proof of his chapter, which is one of the most vital in the book. To
the editor’s relief, he at length appeared one day in mid-forenoon with the last of the
proof in hand ready for a final “going over.” So careful was he that every part of a
calculation should appear in its proper place on the page, that he took infinite pains in
arranging and re-arranging, until when it was at last satisfactorily accomplished, the
editor and he looked at their watches in astonishment to find that it was long past mid-
afternoon! But the book was a real contribution and a distinct success. The entire edition
was sold within a few years and it is now quite out of print and perhaps to some extent,
out of date. A second edition has been contemplated, but since the type of the first
printing has long ago been broken up and many of the original contributors are dead, an



entirely new book will have to be written, an undertaking which in the present year 1932
is again under consideration. A committee, of which Dr. George C. Shattuck is chairman,
has been appointed, to discuss the preparation of a new edition, and if this is found
desirable, to proceed with plans for its publication. Thus far, however, it is possible to
report merely that the Committee has regarded the plan favorably and has made tentative
plans for the preparation of the manuscript.

A CLUB LIBRARY

With the growth of the Club and its more intimate connection with the new Harvard
Club of Boston, the matter of a library was considered. At a Fellows’ Meeting held
November 20, 1914, the project was discussed and the plan approved of starting a
collection of books and maps to be deposited in the Library of the Harvard Club of
Boston, with the understanding that they were subject to the privilege of withdrawal. It
was further voted that such books should be marked with a book plate to be prepared,
consisting of the Club seal and the statement, “Deposited in the Library of the Harvard
Club of Boston”; and that maps should also be suitably marked to indicate that they were
the property of the Club. At this meeting, too, a committee was appointed consisting of
Professor W. M. Davis, Dr. Thomas Barbour and Professor Theodore Lyman, to co-
operate with the Library Committee of the Harvard Club, with power to spend annually
from the treasury of the Harvard Travellers Club, should its condition so warrant, the
sum of One Hundred Dollars for the purchase of books. Gifts of books or money to buy
them were also asked from members. Again, the outbreak of the World War and the entry
of many members into its work had a disastrous effect, and in the turmoil of the
succeeding years very little was done toward building up such a library. At the present
time this library is handsomely housed in modern book cases in the Club’s room at the
Institute of Geographical Exploration, and in response to appeals made to the members to
contribute their own or other works of travel, about 400 volumes have been recently
added. It is hoped that in time this will be a more representative collection of books on
travel, particularly of the more solid sort, and that it may include all those of any
importance published by Club members.



THE CLUB MEDAL

AMONG various plans for the encouragement of effective travel, especially among the
younger men, Professor Davis early proposed that a medal should be awarded from time
to time to some person whose record of travel or exploration should be deemed unusually
worthy of recognition. Accordingly, in April, 1906, the Fellows appointed a committee
consisting of Edward J. Holmes, chairman, Townsend W. Thorndike, and Robert
Walcott, to prepare and submit designs for a suitable medal. In this the committee had
also the helpful cooperation of R. C. Sturgis, Jr. The committee at once requested
suggestions for a suitable design from the members, at the same time having in view its
use as the Club’s seal. Of the various designs submitted, one that included the symbolic
staff and wallet of a pilgrim was especially favored. Finally, with the expert advice of
Professor G. L. Kittredge, a design was adopted showing a pilgrim in oldtime costume,
with his staff in his hand and his wallet slung over his shoulder, surmounted by the word
“Peregrinantur” —’they wander in foreign lands.” Our pilgrim is walking along the shore
of the sea, which appears in the background, bounded on the right by steeply
conventional peaks, the mountains of his desire, toward which his face is set. A lonely
flower blossoming at his feet on the edge of the strand, and a wheeling dolphin, the fish
that is the friend of man, thrusting its head above water, symbolize the flora and fauna,
while a distant caraval is significant of travel by sea. At that time, travel by air had not
been thought of, so no symbol is included! The medal, itself, in gold, is of the size of the
conventional half-dollar, and bears on its reverse side the name of the Club and of the
person to whom it is awarded, with an appropriate epigram.

The first award of the medal was made in 1906 in accordance with the
recommendation of a committee appointed for that purpose. Afterward it was awarded
yearly until 1915, when with the many disruptions incident upon the breaking out of the
World War, and the preparations being made for the entry of our own country into the
struggle, the annual award lapsed until 1922, since which it has been made but twice
again, in 1926 and in 1931.

A list of the medallists follows.

HARVARD TRAVELLERS CLUB MEDALLISTS

1906
WILLIAM BROOKS CABOT
For explorations in Labrador

Cabot’s remarkable canoe journeys along the coast and up the rivers of eastern Labrador,
his meeting with the Indians of the interior, and other incidents of several summers’
travel, much of it alone, are set forth in his book, “Northern Labrador.”

1907
ELLSWORTH HUNTINGTON
For explorations in Central Asia

Huntington made valuable studies of the Lob Nor region of Turkestan, especially with a
view to studying the present climatic conditions and reconstructing from the available
evidence the conditions of this area as they affected human occupation in former times.



1908
THOMAS BARBOUR
For Zoological exploration in New Guinea

The results of Dr. Barbour’s zoological reconnaissance of Dutch New Guinea appear in
large accessions of natural history specimens, chiefly reptiles and amphibians, to the
Museum of Comparative Zoology, and his studies are partly embodied in a thesis on the
herpetology of the East Indies (see Memoirs of the Museum of Comparative Zob6logy,
vol. 44, 1912).

1909
WILLIAM LORD SMITH
For travel in many lands

This award was made on Dr. Smith’s return from a successful expedition to (then) British
East Africa, which again added greatly to the natural history collection of the Agassiz
Museum. He had previously made journeys into Somaliland and to eastern Asia, Java and
Persia, with a view especially to securing specimens of the tiger from these parts of its
wide range.

1910
WILLIAM CURTIS FARABEE
For travels in Peru

Dr. Farabee’s work in Peru was in pursuit of studies on the archaeology of that country.
He later made an expedition into northeastern Brazil and in both secured valuable
material illustrating the cultural development of the aborigines of these countries.

1911
WILLIAM MORRIS DAVIS
First President, scientific traveller

It was very fitting that the Club should recognize in this way its indebtedness to
Professor Davis, whose genius and guiding hand were largely responsible for the
immediate success of the Club.

1912
ARCHIBALD CARY COOLIDGE
An historian who travels

As professor of history at Harvard, Coolidge knew intimately the countries of Europe
from first-hand acquaintance. He had travelled extensively in Europe and Asia, as well as
in Africa and South America.

1913
ALEXANDER HAMILTON RICE
For explorations in South America



The mapping and surveying of the upper waters of the Orinoco River system were the
result of Dr. Rice’s expeditions into a country but little known. The accounts of his work
have been published from time to time in the journal of the Royal Geographical Society
and elsewhere.

1914
ROBERT ABRAM BARTLETT
For arctic exploration

The name of “Bob” Bartlett, an Honorary Member of the Club, will ever be linked with
the work of Peary in attaining the North Pole. He was master of the Roosevelt on Peary’s
last and successful expedition, and through his intimate knowledge of ice navigation, his
resourcefulness and courage, was in large part responsible for the success of the journey.

1915
RICHARD PEARSON STRONG
Who travels to conquer disease

Through his knowledge of their causes and the methods of controlling epidemic diseases,
Dr. Strong had already attained high place on account of his successes in combatting
plagues in the Philippines and Manchuria. Early in the history of the World War he had
been called to Servia and adjacent countries to take charge of the fight against epidemic
typhus and later against trench fever and other diseases. Official recognition of his
successful work during the years of the great struggle was given by several governments
including France, Great Britain, Servia and the United States.

1921
CHARLES ERNEST FAY
Pioneer on many mountains

His fellow members will not soon forget the kindly presence of Professor Fay, an alpinist
and mountain climber whose skill and enthusiasm in conquering difficult peaks led him
almost yearly in the latter part of his life to the Canadian Rockies and the Selkirk’s.

1926
ROBERT DE COURCY WARD
Eminent as climatologist and traveller

It has been the lot of few to have made continuous climatic records quite around the
globe. An understanding of world-wide weather conditions will eventually prove one of
the important factors governing the safety and comfort of human populations.

1931
DAVID FAIRCHILD
World traveller and eminent scientist



In the search for useful plants that might be turned to human advantage Dr. Fairchild’s
work has carried him to many out-of-the-way parts of the earth, while the results of his
labors are of great benefit to mankind.



AFTER THIRTY YEARS

WITH the season of 1931-32 the Club looks back upon thirty years of activity. In
spite of changing conditions of life, the disruptions incident to the Great War,
the loss of some of its active members by removal or death, and the many
distractions of the present time, it has still continued to serve modestly as a
medium for encouraging a real interest in the methods and results of travel and
exploration. A generation ago Professor William James in an essay on “A moral
substitute for war,” proposed that the young men of the future might find an
outlet for their inherent spirit of adventure, in the exploration of lands still un-
known, in the conquering of unscaled peaks, and in similar tasks that make full
demand on strength, skill, intelligence, and resolution, to the benefit of themselves
and their fellow men. In this he recognized that travel, exploration, hunting, the
matching of one’s self against the environment, have a value for the individual
development as well as for that of the race. The Harvard Travellers Club serves
not only to encourage such endeavors for their own sake, but also to point out
how the records and collections of travellers may be made of permanent
usefulness to mankind in the effort to know more thoroughly the earth on which
we live. In that spirit may our travellers ever set forth, like Ulysses of old,
“To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield!”



APPENDIX

LIST OF MEETINGS

1. November 15, 1902, at the Harvard Union, Cam-
bridge; present, 3o0.
Speakers: Prof. Wm. M. Davis, on the object of the
Club. Mr. James H. Kidder, On bear hunting
in Kadiak and the Alaskan peninsula.

2. January 16, 1903, at the Harvard Union; present,
about 4o.
Speakers: Mr. Copley Amory, A sketch of the
voyages of Sir Alexander Mackenzie to the
Arctic and Pacific Oceans. Mr. J. Mackintosh
Bell, Canadian Indians beyond the territory
of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Dr. T. W.
Thorndike, Some observations on the Swampy
Cree Indians.

3. February 27, 1903, at the Fogg Art Museum, Cam-
bridge; a large audience.
Speaker: Commander Robert E. Peary, Field work
of the Peary Arctic Club. A reception followed
at the Harvard Union.

4. March 27, 1903, at the Harvard Union, Cambridge;
present, 46 members and about 30 friends.
Speaker: Dr. A. Hamilton Rice, Across South
America by the Napo and Amazons.
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE

HARVARD TRAVELLERS CLUB

ARTICLE I
NAME

1. This organization shall be called the Harvard Travellers Club.

ARTICLE II
OBJECT

1. The object of this Club shall be the promotion of intelligent travel and exploration.

ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIP

1. The membership shall be composed of men who are interested in the object of the
Club.

2. Members shall be classified as resident members, non-resident members, fellows, and
honorary members.

3. Resident members are those who reside within forty miles of the State House.

4. Fellows are elected from those members whose journeys have led them off the
ordinary routes of travel.

5. Honorary members are those on whom the Club confers a mark of respect.

ARTICLE IV
ADMISSION OF MEMBERS

1. Candidates for membership shall be nominated by two members for election by the
Council.

2. Nomination for membership shall be made upon an official form.

3. The nomination shall be sent to the Secretary and promptly acted upon by the Council.
4. Honorary members and Fellows shall be nominated and elected by the Council.

ARTICLE V
PAYMENTS

1. The Club year shall begin October 1st.
2. (a) Initiation fee shall be $5.00, payable within sixty days of notification.

(b) Annual dues shall be $5.00 for resident members and $2.50 for non-resident
members, payable in advance.

(c) Honorary members are exempt from dues.

(d) Life Membership shall be $100.00, the income only to be expended.
3. The Council, however, may remit payments.
4. Any member who fails to pay his dues before the Annual Meeting may be dropped
upon notice.



ARTICLE VI
OFFICERS AND GOVERNMENT

1. The officers of the Club shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, and
two Councillors. These officers shall constitute a Council, which shall have complete
charge of the affairs of the Club.

ARTICLE VII
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

1. A nominating committee of three members, and of whom none shall be an officer of
the Club, shall be appointed by the Council in February to nominate officers for the
ensuing year. The nominations shall be printed and distributed to all members with the
notice for the April meeting.

2. The election of officers shall be by ballot at the annual meeting.

3. Any vacancy in the Council occurring during the Club year may be filled for the
remainder of the term by a member elected by the Council.

4. Fifteen members shall constitute a quorum for the annual meeting.

ARTICLE VIII
MEETINGS

1. The regular meetings of the Club shall usually be held in Boston or Cambridge about
the middle of each month from October to April.

2. The Annual Meeting shall be held in May.

3. The Council shall have the right to dispense with any meeting except the Annual
Meeting, and to call special meetings.

ARTICLE IX
RESIGNATIONS
Resignations must be in writing to the Secretary and all dues paid before acceptance.
ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS
The Constitution may be amended or changed by a four-fifths vote of the Council

approved by a two-thirds vote of the Annual Meeting; all amendments to appear in the
call for the meeting.

ARTICLE XI

The Constitution may be supplemented by Standing Rules adopted or changed by the
Council.

STANDING RULES



1. Members who by change of address cease to be resident members will be liable for
resident dues unless they notify the Secretary before October 1st.

2. Undergraduates of Harvard University and of other comparable institutions in or near
Boston may be elected Associates and attend Club meetings upon the payment of the
initiation fee and dues. Upon graduation they become eligible for election to

membership.

3. The Council may from time to time as deemed advisable select a meritorious person to
be the recipient of the Club Medal.
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